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ceepte ue Empowerment is one of the new development paradigm components which today is a central concept in the

discourse and practices of development. It is a return from top-down planning procedure to bottom-up plan-
ning procedure in endogenous development and its approaches. This study intends to evaluate the effects of
the oil and gas industry on empowerment in Shazand region. Empowerment is measured in two dimensions:
agency and opportunity structure. The indicators of these two dimensions are social capacity, economical
capacity, human capacity, ecological capacity, physical capacity and opportunity structure. The research meth-
odology is description and quantitative analysis by using questionnaire. Based on the Cochran formula the
sample size is 378 and multi-stage sampling was used. The findings of the study showed the social capacity
with an average of 2.51, the economical capacity with an average of 2.73 and human capacity with an average

Keywords: of 2.49 are on medium level after building refinery. Physical capacity with an average of 2.06, ecological capac-
Shazand refinery, ity with an average of 1.54 and opportunity structure with an average of 1.98 were extremely undesirable. In
Empowerment, © general, the empowerment of this region which is affected by Shazand refinery is moderate and downward
Capacity building, © and far away from desirable level. In other words, the weak interaction between the oil industry and the local
Agency, Opportunity community causes the low impact on the local community empowerment.

structure :

Later the term empowerment pioneered and was accept-
ed by the international development with enthusiasm in
1990s. Since development is a dynamic and sustainable
process of increasing the capacity and empowering com-
munities and changes and improvements to improve the
lives of people, this research with assessment of social
impact of Shazand refinery aimed to study the impact of
this industry on local communities’ empowerment.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

he advent of industrial technologies and
heavy industries including oil and gas in
the communities create changes in the life
style of that region. Until a few decades
ago, the performances of these industries
were examined only by economist, with 2. Methodology

emphasis on employment and income but recently so-

cial consequences of the construction of these industries Due to the multi-dimensional nature of the concept of em-
has attr.acted the attention of researchers. 1960s was the powerment and its usage in different fields such as manage-
beginning period for revising the development concepts. ment, psychology, geography, agriculture, sociology and
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other fields, it has got several meanings. In this study,
empowerment is enhancing an individual’s or group’s ca-
pacity to make choices and transform those choices into
desired actions and outcomes which is examined by two
dimensions: agency and opportunity structure. Agency is
defined as an ability of an actor for meaningful choices.
Capacitates are constructor dimensions of agency which
in this research is assessed by the indicators of social ca-
pacity, economic capacity, human capacity, ecological
capacity, physical capacity. Agency cannot be considered
as an empowerment by itself so another dimension of em-
powerment that is considered is opportunities structure,
which is including formal and informal institutions that
an actor acts in it. This study is descriptive and qualita-
tive method and questionnaire tool has been used in it. The
study population consisted of all residents of Kazaz, Gha-
damgah, Jamal Abad, Akbar Abad (as a rural community)
and Shazand city (as an urban community) and according
to the Cochran formula the sample size was estimated to
be 367 and sampling method is multi-stage cluster.

3. Results

Research findings show that after building the refinery, so-
cial capacity with a mean of 2.51, economic capacity with a
mean of 2.73 and human capacity with a mean of 2.49 are
at average level and physical capacity with a mean of 2.06,
ecological capacity with a mean of 1.54 and opportunities
structure with a mean of 1.98 are on very weak and undesir-
able level. The total degree of empowerment in communities
affected by refinery is moderate to low and is very far away
desired level; so it can be stated that the construction and
operation of Shazand refinery only could partly empowered
target population in terms of social capacity, economic ca-
pacity and human capacity but has destroyed existing eco-
logical capacity, also physical capacity and the opportunities
structure are not in favorable conditions. In order to know the
existence of differences between dimensions of empower-
ment, ranking and comparing these aspects with each other,
the Friedman test was used. The results show that the aver-
age rank calculated for social capacity is 4.32, human ca-
pacity 4.15, economic capacity 4.23, physical capacity 3.39,
ecological capacity 2.48 and opportunity structure 2.43.

4. Discussion

In general, it can be said that, starting of development proj-
ects in Shazand have improved people’s economic life and
indications of this improvement can be seen in lifestyles,
availability of facilities and restoration of urban space but
this project has not created an opportunity structure for
its host community and just improved agency dimension
partially and poorly. According to the Alsop and Heinson

theory, as long as there is not any potential context for the
agency, empowerment will not happen. In the other words,
lack of an organic relationship between the oil industry and
the local community caused less effect on the local commu-
nity empowerment. To solve issues and challenges caused
by the refinery and also along communities’ empowerment
three proposals have been suggested: 1. Establishment and
strengthening of downstream industries; with the launch of
petrochemical downstream industries Sustainable output and
employment growth would achieved in this area. So by em-
ployment generation, these industries would help people in
the regional and the national levels. 2. Conducting training
programs in the area towards the oil and gas and chemical
industries. The establishment of the Petrochemical technical
school, chemical and pharmaceutical industries and pushing
students to study in the fields related to the these industries
causes natives to be equipped with the knowledge related
to these activities. 3. Environmental investigation about the
destructive effects of refinery pollutions. Official reports,
research and scientific experiments in this regard, in addi-
tion to elimination of existing concerns, would remind the
importance of a healthy life for citizens living in the region
to the authorities

5. Conclusion

Finally, we can discuss the impacts of industrial projects of
Shazand Refinery on the empowerment of local communi-
ties. In general, starting of development projects in Shazand
improved people’s economic situation and this improve-
ment can be seen in their lifestyles, availability of facilities,
and restoration of urban space. However, this projects did
not create an opportunity for its host community and just
partially and very poorly improved agency dimensions. Ac-
cording to Alsop and Heinsohn Theory, if there is not any
potential context for the agency, empowerment will not hap-
pen. In other words, lack of an organic relationship between
the oil industry and the local community nullifies any effect
on the local community empowerment. The total amount of
empowerment in communities affected by refinery is moder-
ate to low and far away from desired level.
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