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This study examined the role of Carbon Sequestration Project (CSP) in improving the social capital of lo-
cal people in Shahdad area of Kerman Province. The statistical population consisted of the members of
the development groups of 6 rural districts with 456 people, as well as the local people of 6 rural districts
outside of the project with 1428 people. The sample size was determined as 218 people based on Krejcie
and Morgan’s (1970) table. For the purpose of comparison, a similar number of local people that lived out
of project area were selected. The samples were chosen using stratified random sampling method. Ques-
tionnaire was the main tool for collecting data. The agricultural extension and education specialists, as

Key words: well as experts of CSP in the Forest, Range and Watershed Management Organization confirmed content
Carbon Sequestra- i validity of the questionnaire. The Cronbach a coefficient was calculated for determining the reliability of
tion Projects (CSP), : the questionnaire and its value for different parts were between 0.70 and 0.90. According to the results,
Rural development, ¢ there were significant differences between the local people’s social capital that covered by the project be-
Social capital, Social fore and after the implementation of the project. In addition, there were significant differences between
trust, Social cohesion, local people’s social capital under and out of coverage of the project. Finally, based on research results,
Shahdad district i some suggestions were presented for further strengthening of social capital and development of CSP.

of CSP in improving the social capital of local people in the
Shahdad area of Kerman Province. To this end, the social
capital and its components (social trust, social cohesion, and
social participation) of local people under the project were
compared before and after implementing the project. Re-
garding the second objective, the social capital and its com-
ponents in local people under and out of the project cover
were compared. In addition, the relationships between some
people’s characteristics and their social capital were tested.

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

he international Carbon Sequestration
Project (CSP) is running with the aim of
developing the rangelands cooperative re-
viving model, increasing the carbon diox-
ide absorption capacity in degraded range-
land, improving the environmental indexes, promoting the
economic and social status of farmers, and reducing the
drought and natural disasters. This study examine the role

2. Methodology

The research was a descriptive-correlational study and
used survey technique for collecting data. The study
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population consisted of the members of the development
groups of 6 rural areas with 456 people, as well as the lo-
cal people of 6 rural areas outside of the project with 1428
people. The sample size was determined as 218 people
based on Krejcie & Morgan’s (1970) table. To compare,
a similar number of local people that lived out of the
project were selected. The samples were selected using
stratified random sampling method. Questionnaire was
the main tool for collecting data. The agricultural exten-
sion and education specialists, as well as experts of CSP
in the Forest, Range and Watershed Management Orga-
nization confirmed content validity of the questionnaire.
The Cronbach a coefficient was calculated for determin-
ing the reliability of the questionnaire and its value for
different parts were between 0.70 and 0.90. The data were
analyzed using SPSS.

3. Results

According to the ranking of social trust statements, the
item of “my idea is important for other local people" be-
fore and after the project were at first ranks. According to
the ranking of the of social cohesion statements, the items
of "absence of conflict between people” was at first rank
after the project. On the whole, the mean social cohesion
(4.28) after the implementation of the project explain the
role of CSP in increasing local people's solidarity. Accord-
ing to the ranking, the statements of social participation
the item of “reduction in the costs of collective activities"
and the item of "participation in meetings related to deci-
sion-making on rural problems" were at first ranks before
and after implementing the CSP, respectively. Based on
the results of paired t test, it can be said that there were
significant differences between local people’s social trust,
social cohesion, and social participation as well as be-
tween social capital before and after the project. Compar-
ing the means shows that the social capital and its compo-
nents increased after implementing the project. According
to the results, there were significant differences between
the local people’s social capital that covered by the project
before and after the project implementation. In addition,
there were significant differences between local people’s
social capital under and out of the project cover. Compar-
ing the means shows that the CSP had effects on the social
capital of the people that covered by the project.

Also, the finding revealed no significant correlation be-
tween social capital and age, education, or membership
duration in the development groups in local people cov-
ered by the projects, but significant relationship between
social capital and the number of education and extension
classes participating.

4. Discussion

In this paper, local people’s social capital was inves-
tigated as one of the important capitals of sustainable
livelihood approach. CSP were successful in increasing
local people’s trust to public institutes and to people them-
selves. Also, participation in CSP increased the empathy
and interaction between local people and reduced the
conflict between them. Besides, CSP increased the people
participation in decision makings related to the village, in
developmental groups (such as self-help groups of rural
development) and finally participation in projects imple-
mentation. In general, CSP had positive effects on local
people’s social capital. Due to the increasing people so-
cial capital, there is necessary situation for improving the
project, then it is recommended that relevant authorities
take action in a way that help improve and increase the
social capital during the project.

5. Conclusion

In general, CSP has positive effects on local people’s
social capital. With regard to enhance people’s social
capital, it is necessary to improve the project. Thus, it is
recommended that relevant authorities take measures to
improve social capital during the project.
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