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Skill and creativity are among the most important qualities in the development process of entrepreneur-
ship, and they are especially important for rural women communities. Entrepreneurial skills of women
in the labor market and their participation in socioeconomic activities have turned into key indicators of
human development. This study investigates the entrepreneurial skills of women in rural areas. This is
an applied research conducted with a descriptive-analytical design. According to studies conducted in
central district of Fariman County, the study sample was calculated as 209. The collected data were fed
into SPSS and GIS and employed in Gray relational analysis. Of seven skills studied in this research, the
women were the most skilled in management and the least skilled in technical aspects. Besides, there is a
moderate to strongly significant and direct correlation between entrepreneurial skills and personal vari-
ables. According to the results of Gray relational analysis, three villages of Qaleh-no in Fariman County;,
Ashgabad and Sangbast with the highest Gray relational degree were in better conditions in entrepre-
neurial skills than other sample villages.
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Extended Abstract We cannot direct rural women to economic and social
equality unless we pave the way for the development of
1. Introduction their entrepreneurial skills. In other words, the society and
organization can find its way to development only when
ntrepreneurial skills of women in the la- the necessary conditions are met and the rural women
bor market and their participation in so- gain knowledge and entrepreneurial skills so that they can
cioeconomic activities have turned into benefit from these valuable capabilities and then manage
one of the important indicators of human and direct other resources of the society and organization
development. As women's economic towards creating values toward achieving growth and de-
activities are directly linked with pov- velopment. This path paves the way for the emergence of
erty and social welfare of households, many rural devel- expertise, innovation, and entrepreneurial activities.
opment experts believe that understanding the capabilities
and skills of women, especially those of rural women, and In general, evaluation of rural entrepreneurial skills, es-
guiding them could be effective in utilizing their capacities. pecially those of rural women, and efforts made to devel-
op and strengthen entrepreneurship in rural development
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process through provision of its main requirements have
been particularly important. Therefore, these skills could
be employed in various aspects of women activities, in-
cluding individual, personal, communication, technical,
conceptual, marketing, business (market studies), finan-
cial management, and accounting areas. Accordingly,
in this study we attempted to examine and analyze the
various skills of rural women in entrepreneurship in the
central district of the Fariman County. This study aimed
to analyze the entrepreneurial skills of rural women. The
study seeks to answer the questions: ‘to what extent have
the rural women been demonstrating the entrepreneurial
skills?’ and ‘what are the differences in basic entrepre-
neurial skills of the rural women in the study villages?”’

2. Methodology

Entrepreneurial skills include the activities or opera-
tional knowledge required to run and manage a successful
business; such knowledge may include finance, account-
ing, marketing, management, technical sciences, and so
on. Currently, skills, as a contributing factor to entre-
preneurship, have a considerable impact on optimal op-
eration, providing satisfaction and promoting motivation
among the people, which ultimately result in the develop-
ment of human resources and increased productivity.

Deakins and Freel (2009) have classified "entrepreneurial
skills" into three groups; personal, interpersonal, and pro-
cess skills. There is another category of entrepreneurial
skills, which most entrepreneurship experts agree upon.
In this classification, entrepreneurial skills are divided
into three categories: personal, technical, and manage-
ment skills. Results show that in order to establish an ef-
fective entrepreneurship at rural areas, we need to adopt
a combined approach to various types of skills (relational
or social, technical, conceptual, marketing and business,
management, finance, accounting, and individual) so that
it is more effective at rural environments.

This research is an applied one conducted with a de-
scriptive- analytical design. The entrepreneurial skills
were quantified using 76 items in seven skills, including
individual and personal skills (20 items), communication
skills (8 items), technical skills (8 items), cognitive skills
(11 items), marketing and business skills (12 items), man-
agement skills (10 items), and financial and accounting
skills (7 items). The sample number was 191 according to
Cochran formula with an error rate of 0.07%. However,
the number of samples in some villages was less than 10,
so the number of samples was increased to 10 in these
villages. Finally, the total number of samples reached 209
women. The Cronbach's o test was used to assess the re-
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liability of data; the results show that the data were ac-
cessed as very good and suitable for the research.

3. Results

The evaluation of the indices of the entrepreneurial
skills’ variable through the Chi-squared test revealed that
a greater proportion of the community have chosen the
“lower than average” item. The review of variables’ mean
in each village showed that the highest level of entrepre-
neurial skills belonged to villages of Qaleh-no in Fariman
County, Sangbast and Ashgabad with the means of 2.87,
2.83, and 2.82, respectively; the lowest level of entrepre-
neurial skills belonged to villages of Ahmadabad, Sar-
dasht and Altato, with the means of 2.24, 2.47, and 2.48,
respectively. Concerning the entrepreneurial skills of the
participants, they possess “low to very low” technical
skills with a mean of 1.63. Such a low level of technical
skills, highlights the necessity of paying more attention to
such kind of skills. With regard to entrepreneurial skills,
the participants demonstrated a “higher than average”
level of management skills with a mean of 3.09, which
is in a relatively good level compared to other entrepre-
neurial skills.

The results show a significant and direct correlation be-
tween entrepreneurial skills and personal variables. As the
value of personal variables increases, the entrepreneurial
skills rise as well. The employed women, compared to
housewives, demonstrate more entrepreneurial skills, as
having a job enables a rural woman to nurture her entre-
preneurial skills in various aspects.

Spatial analysis also shows that villages of Qaleh-no
in Fariman County, Sangbast, and Ashgabad are among
the villages in which entrepreneurial skills of women are
higher as a result of proximity to Fariman County, higher
literacy rate, and proximity to industrial park and Mash-
had-Fariman main road.

4. Discussion

Skill and creativity are the important qualities in the de-
velopment of entrepreneurship, and especially important
for rural women communities. Entrepreneurial skills of
women and their participation in socioeconomic activities
have turned into key indicators of human development.
This study investigates the entrepreneurial skills of wom-
en in rural areas. Accordingly, in this study we attempted
to examine and analyze the various skills of rural women
in entrepreneurship in the central district of the Fariman
County. The evaluation of the indices of the entrepreneur-
ial skills’ variable through the Chi-squared test revealed
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that a greater proportion of the community have chosen
the “lower than average” item.

5. Conclusion

In sum, the research findings are consistent with several
previous studies such as Jusoh et al. (2011), Lashgarara et

al. (2011), and Mokhet et al. (2013). According to the find-
ings, the following recommendations could be made: 1)
Encourage more women's activities and keep contact
with employers of the industrial parks; 2) Promote and
institutionalize the women's business activities; 3) Sup-
port women's training for entrepreneurial purposes and
provide the necessary opportunities for women; 3) Hold
training courses; and 4) Promote female literacy.
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