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Although agriculture is an important sector in economy in general and providing employment opportuni-
ties in particular, individuals’ limited ability to recognize entrepreneurial opportunities in agriculture has
reduced the share of agriculture in employment. Therefore, the promotion of opportunity recognition
skills in agriculture can solve unemployment challenges. In this regard, this qualitative study attempted
to present a model for agricultural entrepreneurial opportunity recognition using NVivo software. The
study participators consisted of all agricultural entrepreneurs in Kermanshah Province. Of them, 19 cases
of agricultural entrepreneurs were selected by theoretical sampling. Results revealed that the major

Key words: components of our proposed model in opportunity recognition included social capital, human capital,
Opportunity recog- environmental support, psychological characteristics, alertness, and personal and environmental turbu-
nition, Agricultural lence. Results of this study have practical implications for agricultural policy makers, science and technol-
entrepreneurship, ogy parks, agricultural organization, entrepreneurship education trainers, and higher agricultural educa-
NVivo software tion system. Moreover, the results have practical significance towards resistive economy.

Extended Abstract nents of a successful entrepreneur. Nevertheless, given

the same set of conditions, not all people can identify a

1. Introduction given entrepreneurial opportunity.

Some people are able to identify opportunities that
others overlook. In addressing this interesting but chal-
lenging research question as to why some people and not
others are able to identify entrepreneurial opportunities,
previous studies lend support to the view that ability of
an entrepreneur to recognize opportunity is affected and
restricted by several factors. These factors include such as
personal features, prior knowledge, social capital, cogni-
tive learning ability, entrepreneurial motivation, resource
endowments, and social conditions. Although OR has

pportunity Recognition (OR) has long
been accepted as a key aspect of the
entrepreneurial process. OR is a vitally
important new area of entrepreneurship
research. Many definitions of entrepre-
neurship have increasingly focused on OR as a central
idea to understand entrepreneurial behavior. In other
words, OR was considered as a crucial step in the entre-
preneurial process. Therefore, finding proper opportuni-
ties for new businesses are the most important compo-
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been the focus of entrepreneurship research, little atten-
tion has been paid to factors influencing OR in the context
of agriculture. In other words, agriculture has a major role
in economy in general and employment opportunities in
particular; however, individuals’ weakness to recognize
entrepreneurial opportunities in agriculture has reduced
the share of agriculture in employment. Therefore, the en-
hancement of opportunity recognition skills in agriculture
can solve unemployment challenges.

In recent years, several models of opportunity recognition
and or development have been introduced. The models are
based on different, but conflicting assumptions borrowed
from various disciplines, from cognitive psychology to Aus-
trian economics. These attempts have greatly enriched our
understanding of opportunity identification, but they fell short
of offering a comprehensive understanding of the process for
two major reasons. Also no consensus exists among entrepre-
neurship researchers on major concepts to define and opera-
tionalize the processes in question. In a nut shell, we are still
far from reaching a complete theory of OR and development.
If we want to successfully bridge the gap between research
and practice, such a theory is a must. In other words, a sound
theory identifies and defines practical problems; prescribe
or evaluate solutions to these problems; and respond to new
problems with no previously identified solutions.

2. Methodology

This study was qualitative in paradigm and using ground-
ed theory approach. The study participators consisted of
all agricultural entrepreneurs in Kermanshah Province. Of
them, 19 cases of agricultural entrepreneurs were selected
by theoretical sampling. In this study, we achieved theo-
retical saturation after 19 interviews. The relevant data
were collected by using individual deep interviews. The
obtained data were analyzed using open, axial, and selec-
tive coding with the aid of NVivo software.

3. Results

Results revealed that the major components of our pro-
posed model in agricultural entrepreneurial opportunity
recognition included social capital, human capital, envi-
ronmental support, psychological characteristics, alert-

ness, as well as personal and environmental turbulence.

4. Discussion

The findings of this study were similar to the result of

Bhagavatula et al. (2010) and Ramezanpour et al. (2014)
studies on effect of human capital components in OR;
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Moghimi Esfandabadi et al. (2016) and Kolawole et al.
(2014) studies on the effect of social capital components
in OR; Zhou (2011) and Webb et al. (2011) studies on the
effect of environmental support components in OR; Ko
(2012) study on the effect of alertness components in OR;
Tang (2010) study on effect of turbulence components in

OR; and Garg et al. (2011) studies on the effect of psy-
chological characteristics components in OR.

5. Conclusion

Results of this study have practical implications for agri-
cultural policy makers, science and technology parks, agri-
cultural organization, entreprencurship education trainers,
and higher agricultural education system. Moreover, the
results have practical significance towards resistive econo-
my. Hence, the expected results will help identify problems
of Iran’s agricultural entrepreneurs and young people in ru-
ral area to act more efficiently in their opportunity recogni-
tion process and train them to become better entrepreneurs
and create new ventures that generate more value.
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