Nournal of ziural lZiesearch

Research Paper
Identifying the Most Important Impacts of Individual Immigration of Male Heads of House-
holds on Rural Women: (Case Study: Mashhad county)

Athena Vatankhah Noghani!, ‘Maryam Ghasemi 2, Jafar Javan®

1. Master of Science in Geography and Rural Planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
2. Assistant Prof. of Geography and Rural Planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.
3. Prof. of Geography and Rural Planning, Ferdowsi University of Mashhad, Mashhad, Iran.

Use your device to scan

e thesricecnine [F{ETI0TF Vatankhah Noghani, A., Ghasemi, M., & Javan, J. (2018) [Identifying the Most Important Impacts of Individual
E L E Immigration of Male Heads of Households on Rural Women: (Case Study: Mashhad county) (Persian)].Journal of Rural Re-
. search, 9(1), 58-71, http.//dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur:2018.225183.1048

d-})":http:/dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2018.225183.1048

Received: 16 Jan. 2017 ABSTRACT

Accepted: 21 June 2017

There is definite or seasonal migration of men individually like other third-world countries in Iran as well
as the migration of rural households to the city. The present study seeks to identify the most important
positive and negative effects of gender migration of male heads of households from rural areas. The re-
search method is descriptive-analytic, and it is applied-development research. The sample size included
289 women in 22 villages with low sex ratio in Mashhad County. The positive and negative effects of in-
dividual male immigration on rural women were investigated using 30 variables using exploratory factor

Key words: analysis. The most important positive effects of the men»s migration were five factors with 68.38 percent
Individual migra- ¢ of the variance: increased women>s decision-making power in the family by 21.2%, increased womens
tion, male-headed ¢ financial independence by 16.2%, increased psychological empowerment by 13.4%, willingness to make
households, rural income-generating activities with 9% and increasing participation in the economic and social spheres is
women, positive explained by 8.5% of variance. Furthermore, the most important negative effects of male immigration
and negative ef- were the following five factors, with 63.17% of the variance, respectively: breaking the gender division
fects, Mashhad ¢ of labor in the family by 19.2%, increasing the dependence of women to others by 13%, reducing the
County. © chance of marriage and fertility by 12.5%, problems in managing family affairs with 10% and the entry of

minors and elderly people into economic activities with 8.5% of the variance.

Extended Abstract population in the country over the last 60 years, despite
the high fertility rate in the urban areas, indicates that the

1. Introduction villagers have been frequently migrating to the city. Stud-
ies show that research on immigration has been conducted

emographic changes in rural areas of specifically for men, and fewer womenss issues are being
Iran have highlighted the role of gender considered. Experts and advocates of this view argue that
in rural areas over the past decades. The although the migration of men from the countryside to the
country»s rural population declined from city has so far been widespread, but the gender dimen-
54.8 percent to 25.9 percent between sions of immigration, in particular its impact on origin,

1966 and 2016. The decline in the percentage of rural have largely been neglected. From their point of view, the
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migration of men to the city and the staying of women
and girls in the countryside have many effects on the
source of immigration, especially on gender. Obviously,
with the migration of men from rural settlements, there
will be widespread positive and negative changes in the
situation of rural women. Accordingly, the main question
of the research is as follows: What are the most important
positive and negative effects of the individual migration
of male heads of households on women in rural areas?

2. Methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical. The posi-
tive and negative effects of individual male immigration
on rural women were investigated using 30 variables us-
ing exploratory factor analysis. Cronbachys coefficients
in positive effects of 0.75 and negative effects of 0.78
showed the reliability of the main structures in the ques-
tionnaire. The statistical population includes low gender
ration of rural settlements of Mashhad county (92 vil-
lages) based on the census of 2011. In order to determine
the sample size, 25% of the statistical population was se-
lected as the sample of 22 villages and selected randomly.
In this study, the «womenys households with immigrant
guardians» were analyzed. The population size was deter-
mined using the Cochran formula with d = 0.053 equal to
289 households.

3. Results

The average age of women surveyed is 37 years and the
average school years of women is 3.38 years. In order to
identify the most important effects of solitary confine-
ment of men, exploratory factor analysis was conducted
to distinguish between positive and negative effects. In
factor analysis, 12 positive impacts of migration were as
follows: factor 5 with 68.380 percent of variance, which is
considered as acceptable and high percentage. In sum, the
most significant positive effects of male immigration on
women in rural areas were increased, women>s decision-
making power in the family increased, women>s financial
independence increased, womenys self-esteem increased,
willingness to carry out economic activities Income, and
increased participation in economic and social spheres.
Furthermore, 13 negative effects of male immigration on
rural women in factor analysis were as follows: factor 5
with 63.170 percent of variance, which is considered as
significant and high percentage. In sum, the most impor-
tant negative effects of male immigration on women in
rural areas were, respectively, breaking the division of
labor in the family, increasing womenys dependence on
others, decreasing the chances of marriage and fertility,
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problems in managing affairs The family, and the entry of
minors and elderly people into economic activities.

4. Discussion

Gender analysis can provide a deeper understanding of
the gender structure of the community in different areas,
such as villages. Given what has been said, it is evident
that with the migration of men from rural settlements,
there will be widespread positive and negative develop-
ments in the rural and social structure of the rural popu-
lation, especially in rural areas. The results of the study
showed that the most important positive effect of the mi-
gration of male heads of households on women in rural ar-
eas is increasing the decision-making power of women in
the family. The most important negative effects of men>s
immigration on women in rural areas is the division of
gender labor in the family. The results of the research can
help managers and policy makers to identify the most im-
portant gender effects of individual immigration of male
heads of households and effective action to improve the
situation and to better implement development programs.
Considering the results obtained and the findings of the
research, it is possible to reduce the negative effects of
the individual immigration of male household men by
adopting precise policies to solve the problem of rural
employment on the macro level. It seems that with the
adoption of precise policies to solve the rural employment
problem, individual male immigration would be reduced.
Furthermore, increasing attention to women in rural de-
velopment programs is essential on high decision-making
levels.
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