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The present study aims to qualitatively explore the meaning of the architecture of the native houses in
the Mokrian region, Iran, from a phenomenological point of view. The ultimate goal is to catch a clear
sight of that architecture so as to discover and reveal the semantics derived from the creation, develop-
ment and essence of the houses. The approach of the study is phenomenology, and the data analysis is
qualitative. It is conducted based on Max van Manen'’s theory and the MST method. The researcher at-
tended the study area, scrutinized the architecture of the houses, conducted open and deep interviews,
and recorded the accounts given on personal life experiences, heard experiences, and characteristics of
residence in that area. From the data obtained, important commentaries, 87 sentences and 15 themes
were selected as the main defining features of the native houses in Mokrian. By integrating, comparing
: and pondering those features, a core title was developed to represent the true meaning of the houses.

Key words: It read "Mokrian House Marks Self-Representation, Sense Manifestation, and Human Life Depiction”.
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Extended Abstract the semantics derived from the essence of houses and un-

derstand how they came into being. The findings would

1. Introduction be used in future upgrading programs. This is based

on the belief that the study of architecture takes the re-

n the present research, a phenomeno- searcher back to the essence or nature and the origin of the

logical point of view is adopted to quali- houses and connects the matters of space to the humans

tatively study what the house architec- involved and their experiences there. The study casts an

ture means in the village of Mokrian, elegant phenomenal look at the houses in order to explain

Iran. The ultimate goal is to catch a clear their conscious relationship with the world, in a rich but

sight of the house architecture so as to discover and reveal barely studied region called Mokrian, in the south of the
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West Azerbaijan province, resided by mainly Kurdish
people. The emphasis of the study is on the structure of
experience and understanding of the way human beings
thrived there. What is of special interest in this case is the
identification of the structural backbone of houses and
and the meaning deeply embedded in them.

2. Methodology

The present research is phenomenological in terms of
approach and qualitative in terms of data collection and
analysis. In addition, Van Menn's theory and the MST
method have been used for data analysis and the presenta-
tion of the final theory. In order to do the research ques-
tions, the houses under investigation were categorized to
give answers to the basic questions "what does the house
mean to me" and "what is the nature of human experienc-
es". In this way, both the external representation of houses
and the inner consciousness of their inhabitants based on
their memories and imaginations were taken into account.
The elements and the criteria for the categorization were
determines by the authors, and the layout continued until
the individual ideas were completed.

The data analysis was initiated from data reduction,
data display, transformation, and data conversion. Then,
it proceeded with consolidation, integration and compari-
son. It ultimately led to the integration of the data and the
emergence of initial statements. Certain meanings were
derived by combining the propositions in the second
stage of data analysis. Next, with regard to the identified
categories of meaning, the most important themes could
be extracted after the core categories merged. Finally, the
results and the observed phenomena were summarized in
tables and charts.

3. Results

The current research decodes both explicit and implicit
meanings and concepts of the architecture in the study
area with a focus on the personal as well as narrated life
experiences of the inhabitants and how those experiences
are related to the characteristics of the houses in the re-
gion. The study also clarifies the pathway from the past,
when such architecture was initiated, to the modern archi-
tectural state of affairs, thereby explaining the criteria for
the creation of modern houses. The evolution of house
structure and the maintenance of its originality through-
out the history are found to be rooted in the emergence
of human self-consciousness and his confrontation with
the world respectively. In other words, the studied houses
make up a cosmic context, combining the past and the
present. The theory which states those houses are "the
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representation of human self, the manifestation of feeling,
and the explanation of man’s existence” suggests that the
inhabitants of these houses have tried to maintain a sort of
individual uneasiness in a world that becomes more and
more uniform.

4. Discussion

Within the scope of the study, i.e. in sixteen villages of
Mokrian region in the northwest of Iran, numerous hous-
es, their architectural qualities, and their residents’ lifestyle
were identified and explored. At the outset, the researcher
visited the study area and interviewed the people openly
to collect data on three headings of personal life experi-
ences, heard experiences and location characteristics,
with a specific emphasis on the concept of house. From
the interviews, a total of 87 important terms were selected
and classified. Then, each term was interpreted in terms of
its similarity or difference with the others. The degree of
similarity was determined by the clustering technique. Ul-
timately, 15 themes were identified with which the mean-
ing of house could be understood. They themes included
return to principles, security, peace, sense of belonging,
survival of communication, perfection, harmony and co-
hesion, simplicity, purity, honesty and function, tension
between and within, presence and power of the end, self-
consciousness , presentation of things, and meaningful
dedication. Finally, in the third step, through integrating,
comparing and pondering the factors obtained in the pre-
vious steps, a core category of integrated concepts was
made to express the true meaning of house in the region.

5. Conclusion

The findings of the research reveal the importance of the
approach adopted for the field exploration of architecture.
It is based on a deep, wide, delightful, open-minded, and
non-obtrusive look at the appearances of the houses. This
enables one to find out about human life and experiences
objectively and realize their meanings encoded in the
houses. Those houses, thus, turn out as a rich source of
inspiration and motivation.
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