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The present research seeks to detail a phenomenological conceptualization of institutional core with a ret-
roductive-deductive research strategy in the spatial planning of environmental quality in the case study.
Planning polices in these settlements do not include stakeholders’ participation and are often top-down.
Also, specialization and sectorial view in the planning of sustainable spatial development of the villages and
the existence of a prevailing physical approach that did not pay attention to economic, socio-cultural, and
ecological issues, led to the change of land use. Agricultural land has been used by other users, and with
the passing of time, urbanism has become more popular with the spirit of consumerism, weakening of
production morale, reducing the level of economic productivity, and eventually reducing the environmental
quality of these villages. According to the lived experiences of the rural inhabitants and the participants, by
focusing on rural groups and customs and behavioral patterns in their daily lives in the form of participatory

Key words: workshops and using the snowball method, this study examined the environmental quality. In addition, in
strategic spatial the framework of these two methods of planning, the methodology of participatory assessment of envi-
planning, phe- ronmental quality and participatory assessment of rural communication were used to analyze the concepts
nomenology, with tools such as interviews and group discussions, which included 9 semi-structured interviews and 9 par-
institutional core, ticipatory workshops with the presence of rural groups, and the institutional cores were determined from
environmental : the point of view of the participants in the definition of village, quality of values, knowledge, leadership,
quality strategic planning, integration, rural-urban linkages and citizenship rights.
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Extended Abstract cial and environmental challenges and planning policies

in these settlements without stakeholders’ participation

1. Introduction were mostly top-bottom and the implications of imple-

menting these policies were lack of attention to the inter-

he villages of Sumghan and Mull-e- nal nature of the citizens’ living space which have had low

Anbar are facing various economic, so- quality and given the dominance of the top-bottom view,
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specialization and sectorial view in the planning of sus-
tainable development of the villages and the existence of
a prevailing physical approach that did not pay attention
to economic, socio-cultural, and ecological issues, led to
the change of land use. It is necessary that a biological
location have added value before it can provide economic
and social productivity for its inhabitants. By comparing
these researches and the problems affecting the decrease
in the quality of the environment of these two villages, it
can be found out that the programs and researches carried
out on the lived experience with the phenomenological
method have not considered rural inhabitants in the pro-
cess of identification of problems, implementation, mon-
itoring, and evaluation and it is obvious that they have
caused the said problems.

Therefore, here the environmental quality cores are con-
ceptualized with the participation of the inhabitants of the
case study villages and by consulting them.

Because it has been confirmed in the successful pro-
grams that since participants have discussed them, in the
process of implementation and monitoring, especially in
terms of financial participation and behavior change, they
have also taken helpful steps.

In light of this discussion, this research seeks to answer
the following key question: What are the most impor-
tant institutional cores that determine the strategic spatial
planning of the desirable environmental quality in the
case study villages?

2. Methodology

This research, which is qualitative and fundamental,
aims to conceptualize the core of the subject and re-
spond to the development needs of the local community
and local and regional development organizations, has a
phenomenological and retroductive-deductive research
strategy, and seeks to study this phenomenon, and during
its process, focusing on rural groups, rituals and customs,
and their behavioral patterns, with participatory processes
and blended with their daily lives in the form of participa-
tory workshops, it has studied the current situation, en-
vironmental degradation, etc. In addition to participatory
environmental assessment approaches, participatory ap-
praisal of rural communication has been used using tools
such as interviews and group discussions, whose concepts
are in the form of 9 semi-structured interviews and 9 par-
ticipatory workshops using Snowball sampling method
with the participation of rural groups.
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These villages, as biodiversity-residential phenomena,
need a strategic spatial planning which may be used as
a guide and a way to improve the quality of the envi-
ronment. The role of this strategic plan becomes more
evident when researchers and facilitators pursue rural de-
velopment and planning for these settlements using the
qualitative phenomenological methodology and retroduc-
tive-deductive research strategy.

3. Results

The outcome of these issues can be addressed in a stra-
tegic spatial planning framework with the participation
of all stakeholders with an institutional approach that im-
proves its cores such as good values, good knowledge,
good strategic planning, good integration, good rural-
urban linkages, good citizenship rights, with responsible
and participating citizens. Therefore, the need to change
the traditional approach to a holistic and systematic ap-
proach to these two settlements is felt. Looking at some
researches and research cores, it can be seen that perform-
ing any planning without stakeholders’ participation in
the process of planning is unlikely to be effective and its
efficiency will decrease.

4. Discussion

One of the first curiosities of the inhabitants of any settle-
ment is understanding and familiarity with the biological-
residential phenomenon, and this requires that they first
know its definition and use it as a guideline and vision for
the development and progress of that settlement. Values
are matters that are decisive and observed issues that are
accepted by all people. In new and alternative develop-
ment issues, when planning residential settlement, the
emphasis on value concepts inevitably increases its fea-
sibility. Also, knowledge in rural areas is manifested not
only in people's experiences and thoughts but also in work
practices, rural processes, interactions, and norms. Lead-
ership is a process of social influence that, according to the
endogenous development approach of rural settlements,
observes the locational and temporal changes of the rural
community and with the help of most of its inhabitants,
finds solutions for the development of the place. For sev-
eral decades, the planning of policymakers and planners
in charge of the affairs in the villages of Sumghan and
Mull-e-Anbar has been within the framework of a rational
and top-down perspective and regardless of the role and
participation of the people. The consequences are a reduc-
tion in economic resources and the occurrence of various
social harm. In the two villages of Sumaghan and Mull-e-
Aanbar, following the current trend of development in the
province and the country, disorganized rural management
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has caused unfortunate consequences such as reduction
of water and soil resources, uncontrolled deforestation,
irregular physical growth, especially in Mull-e-Aanbar
village, and destruction of the traditional architectural tex-
ture of Sumghan village. These two villages and the city
center did not seek to strengthen rural-urban linkages, one
of which is the fig crop, and in the meantime, instead of
the income of this crop first reaching the urban centers, it
is delivered to other metropolises, which has created vari-
ous problems. Having a good and healthy settlement is
related to human rights and a good citizenship. Individu-
als and society must first know their true rights to be able
to defend them.

5. Conclusion

Considering the mainstream phenomenological ap-
proach to the research process, which seeks to reveal
the experiences and lived experience of the inhabitants
of the settlement of spatial planning, in an efficient and
passionately interested, researchers sought to help do this,
They were working because a planning gap was created
from the point of view of providing plans and also in the
process of implementation and monitoring of rural settle-
ments, which, by filling and reducing this gap, they could
increase the effectiveness of sustainable development
and ensure the realization of its goals. It should also be
noted that the phenomenological method dominates the
research process, which, from the viewpoint of authors,
may be the missing link in the rural development research
in Iran. As long as the stakeholders of development and
local development participants are not engaged in the
process and a supply-oriented rural development model is
prescribed for them, development measures in most rural
places would certainly fail.
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