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Paying attention to social capital in the management of environmental resources by people and partici-
pation in various development programs are the important elements of rural management and develop-
ment. These elements can solve socioeconomic problems and optimally distribute services and facilities
to increase welfare and comfort. However, the importance of social capital and participation of villagers
is not properly recognized. In this regard, the role of the people and their participation in accelerating de-
velopment processes is not taken into consideration. This research aims at the relationship between the
improvement of the social capital of villagers and their participation in sustainable rural development on
one hand and the environmental, physical, economic and cultural mediating roles of villagers perceived
through the implementation of programs and plans in Tehran Province. The study is of a descriptive-

Key words: survey type conducted with a questionnaire as the data collection tool. The research sample consisted of
Rural development 400 households in 33 villages. The results indicated the positive effect of social capital on villagers’ par-
plans, Social capi- : ticipation in rural development programs. In other words, through the improvement of social awareness,
tal, Trust, participa- social trust and social networks in connection to the implementation of community-based programs and
tion, Sustainable projects by local managers, it is possible to enhance the participation of villagers in projects, social activi-
development ©  ties, and investment in rural areas. This, in turn, leads to improved sustainable development of villages.
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Extended Abstract with each other so as to achieve productivity. The concept

of social capital has been taken into consideration by poli-

1. Introduction cymakers, social policy officials and local governments

in the process of globalization and the weakening of the

o far, many definitions have been pro- role of national governments as an effective solution at

posed for social capital. What is usually the level of local communities to cope with development

emphasized in most of them is the abil- problems (Warner, 1999). In a community located in a cer-

ity of community members to cooperate tain geographical region, social capital can be promoted
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through the promotion of social awareness, social solidar-
ity, social networks, and social trust. This ultimately leads
to the formation of social groups and their collective part-
nership. These come through providing norms that enable
social organizations to help one another to achieve their

goals (Coleman, 1998; Putnam and Gass, 2002). Therefore,
the main issue in this research is to respond the question
‘what is the effect of social capital on the participation of
villagers in rural socio-economic activities for sustainable
rural development?’.

2. Methodology

The present research is an applied study in terms of
purpose, a descriptive survey in terms of data collection
method and quantitative in terms of nature. Indeed, a
descriptive-analytic method was used to accurately deal
with the research question and hypothesis, to provide
a meaningful framework on the status of local govern-
ments in promoting the indices of rural social capital,
and to evaluate the perceived ecological, physical, social,
cultural, economic and environmental impacts on the par-
ticipation in sustainable development programs. Also, a
field survey method was used to collect field data on the
significant indices in the promotion of social capital indi-
cators and participation in plans and projects for sustain-
able rural development. The statistical population of the
study consisted of the villages around Tehran metropolis
with semi-formal institutions (e.g. village councils) and
independent local managers.

3. Results

In order to investigate the effect of social capital on the
perceived ecological, environmental, socio-cultural, eco-
nomic and physical conditions in rural plans and projects,
multivariate linear regression was done in a step-by-step
approach. Only after the first variable, namely social
awareness, was considered, the model could predict the
order of 33.7, 22.8, 37.1 and 40.9 percent of change in
the plans and projects of the sustainable rural develop-
ment process. To investigate the effect of social capital
on sustainable rural development in the context of the
perceived dimensions of the villagers, multivariate linear
regression was performed in a step-by-step manner. The
results showed that, after the social awareness variable
was introduced in the model, it alone could account for
26.1% of the variations of sustainable rural development.
The multivariate linear regression analysis which was
done to explain the effects of the perceived dimensions
of plans and projects for participation in sustainable rural
development programs showed that, the perceived eco-
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logical environment variable alone could predict 26.66%
of rural participation changes in the process of sustainable
rural development.

4. Discussion

This study was done to investigate the effect of promot-
ing social capital on the participation of villagers in the
plans and projects of sustainable development in some
rural areas of Tehran Province. The study also evaluated
the mediating roles of ecological, environmental, socio-
cultural, economic and physical variables. In this regard,
six hypotheses were tested. In the first four hypotheses,
the relationship between the improvement of social capi-
tal on one hand and how effective those mentioned vari-
ables would be in rural plans and projects was examined.
The results showed that there is a positive and direct re-
lationship between social capital and ecological, environ-
mental, socio-cultural, economic and physical parameters
involved in rural development programs. In the fifth hy-
pothesis, social capital affected by the local government
function proved to have a significant positive role in sus-
tainable rural development. As to test the sixth hypoth-
esis, the role of improving social capital and involving
villagers in rural development plans was examined in
connection with the mediating roles of ecological, envi-
ronmental, socio-cultural, economic and physical param-
eters. The results confirmed the presence of relationships
in this regard. Based on these results, all the hypotheses of
the research were approved.

5. Conclusion

This research is devoted to the concept of social capital
as a tool for sustainable rural development. If social capi-
tal is considered as an infrastructure for sustainable rural
development, the negative impacts of implementing de-
velopment plans and projects can be reduced. Therefore,
appropriate plans to increase social capital can contribute
to the process of sustainable rural development. Accord-
ing to the literature and the results of this research, social
capital is necessary for sustainable rural development. It
is also found that sustainable development serves as a
factor contributing to the creation of social capital. This
two-way relationship makes it important enough to pay
attention to the collaboration of management and the local
community in sustainable rural development processes.
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