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Villages have been gradually established and developed in a natural environment using local ma-terials
and technology over the decades. People expanded the agricultural fields by managing water and rural
forests serve as the sink of resources used by humans for daily life and agricul-ture. Current condition of
a landscape can be a reliable indicator of future trends and areas in need of further attention. Moreover
there are specific cultural backgrounds, which have influ-enced on the settlement patterns of regions
and countries. So, many criteria must be considered in order to achieve sustainability. Given that the
destruction of rural environments and its valua-ble elements is taking place, it is necessary to identify
and explain the indicators of a sustainable rural landscape in accordance with the situation and condi-
tions in Iran. The research method is exploratory, in which the main indicators of sustainable landscape
are explained through a con-tinuous and selective process of accreditation and through the evaluation of
university profes-sors, professionals, managers and decision makers in the field of rural. The results of 25
ques-tionnaires (consisting of four dimensions and 130 indicators) were included in the evaluation. The
respondents were asked to rank each indicator based on “related rate”, “importance” and “measurabil-
ity”. The results show that the sustainable landscape of rural area is related to their multi-functionality
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Extended Abstract over the decades. People expanded the agricultural fields

by managing water and rural forests serve as the sink of

1. Introduction resources used by humans for daily life and agriculture.

As a result, human activities in the areas create special

illages have been gradually established features in rural landscape. Today, the changes are seen as

and developed in a natural environment amenace and as a negative evolution because they lead to

using local materials and technology the loss of diversity, coherence and identity, which were
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characteristic of the traditional cultural landscapes that are
rapidly vanishing. Each part of the landscape has its dis-
tinctive character, which offers a unique sense of place.
Current condition of a landscape can be a reliable indica-
tor of future trends and areas in need of further attention.
Moreover there are specific cultural backgrounds, which
have influenced on the settlement patterns of regions and
countries. So, many criteria must be considered in order
to achieve sustainability. Given that the destruction of
rural environments and its valuable elements is taking
place, it is necessary to identify and explain the indicators
of a sustainable rural landscape in accordance with the
situation and conditions in Iran.

2. Methodology

This research will focus on rural landscapes investigat-
ing a sustainably approach to the relation-ships between
people and nature. Based on a literature review covering
paper about landscape sustainability, various aspects of
sustainability were identified. After studying the compo-
nents and characteristics of the rural landscape and the
factors affecting it, the primary criteria express-ing the
sustainability of the landscape were extracted and collect-
ed as a combination of two groups of criteria (the main
driving force in landscape and influential factors).

The research method is exploratory, in which the main
indicators of sustainable landscape are explained through
a continuous and selective process of accreditation and
through the evaluation of experts. Due to the limited
number of specialists in the field of landscape, especially
in rural landscape, and in order to increase the validity
of research, efforts have been made to provide a statisti-
cal population with a range of specializations related to
landscape science and their opinions should be consid-
ered in the evaluation. These people have been selected
from university professors, professionals, managers and
decision makers in the field of rural science and various
specialties such as: landscape architecture, environmental
design, environment, rural planning, rural development,
urban planning, and urban design. The initial statistical
population consisted of 35 specialists and professionals,
and during the various stages of the research, the results of
25 of the above questionnaires were included in the final
analysis and evaluation. Then, during several refinement
stages, the questions of the questionnaire consisting of the
above four dimensions and 130 indicators of their subsets
were prepared and distributed among the statistical popu-
lation of the research. In order to increase accuracy and
validity, the respondents were asked to rank each indica-
tor based on having three characteristics: “related rate”,
“importance” and “measurability” and if it is unrelated,
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they assign a zero number, so the total valuation for each
indicator varies between zero and nine. The analyses were
performed collectively once and separately for each in-
dicator, and more valuable and effective indicators were
obtained from the perspective of experts-professionals in
the field of landscape sciences.

3. Results

Research seeks to answer these questions: What are the
main components of a sustainable rural landscape? What
are the secondary factors affecting the sustainability of the
rural landscape? Which indicators are able to identify a
sustainable rural landscape? What is the significance of
the “landscape component” (main factors) and “influen-
tial factors” (secondary factors) on the sustainability of
the rural landscape? After reviewing the research litera-
ture, four dimensions such as the physical, the natural, the
socio-cultural, and the economic dimensions have been
identified. The results show that in the “physical dimen-
sion” the highest valuation is assigned to the indicators of
“use of local materials” and “architecture compatible with
climate (texture, architectural style)” with 2.90 and 2.82
score, respectively. In the “natural dimension”, they as-
signed the highest value to “plant cover distribution” and
“forestry and rangeland restoration” with 2.26 and 2.23
score, respectively. In addition, in the “economic dimen-
sion” and “socio-cultural dimension” the highest average
values are related to “diversity and multiplicity of use”
with 2.41 score, and “the cultural heritage (monuments,
remnants, elements, objects etc.)” with 2.48 score. Also,
The results show that from the point of view of experts,
the indicators of the sub-category “socio-cultural dimen-
sion” with an average value of 22.22 score, have had the
greatest impact on the sustainable rural landscape.

4. Discussion

Due to significant changes in rural landscapes, several
studies were performed by a wide range of scholars to
help improve the environment through sustainable ru-
ral landscape. This research is explained to identify and
evaluate the significant features of a rural area or to deter-
mine the value of its landscape. In the process, researchers
have tried to adapt the landscape features of a rural area
to important scientific features by reviewing theoretical
literature, the results of their previous studies, and the use
of expert opinions.

5. Conclusion

The sustainable landscape of rural area is related to their
multi-functionality services. Also spatial patterns of vil-
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lages and natural resources have a great impact on the ru-
ral landscape sustainability. Given that the results of this
study identify and explain the main indicators that form
and impact on the sustainability of the rural landscape,
a correct perception of the rural landscape of an area can
be obtained; Also, it described the historical assets, land
uses, and landscape development and its evolution; and
described it in terms of having a “sustainable rural land-
scape”. In this way, it enables decision makers to build
their plans in line with the maintenance and upgrade the
rural landscape by using the indicators explained in this
study.
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