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Quality of life (Qol) is highly depended on individuals’ economic condition. Therefore, this subject is so
important at lesser areas such as rural regions. Therefore, the purpose of this study was to analyze the
effect of agricultural bank credits on farmers’ QoL in Zanjan rural regions. 29 farmers who received bank
credits were selected as sample by using purposeful sampling method. The inquiry as qualitative study
used narrative and documentary analysis to analyze content of interviews. The thematic analysis, con-
tent network and comparative analysis were used as a tool to analyze relationship among modified con-
tents. Internal validity was approved using of triangulation process and as well as the external validity by
maximum variation technique in sample selection. The findings showed that the effect of credits on the

Key words: ¢ farmers’ QoL varies based on the type and amount of credits. While short-term microfinance payments
Quality of Life, : led to improving the production quality, health, and safety; in long term, led to relative deprivation and
Agricultural bank © decreases the farmers’ QoL due to the deviations in the functioning of the credits. Due to creation of
credits, Zanjan, stable employment and income, micro capital credits have led to improving of the Farmers’ QoL. Finally,
Content analysis, macro capital credits affected income, health quality, safety, quality of social relation, and environment
Social relationships © which have an important role in increasing of QoL in the village regions.
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Extended Abstract expanded in terms of social welfare and quality of life
(Sardoo et al., 2016). Quality of life (QoL) is a crucial ele-
1. Introduction ment in the competitiveness of cities, regions, and states

because it represents a pull and retention factor for new
ne of the newest trends, which widely

affected change process in planning
methods, are social and qualitative ap-
proaches of development that have been

people, firms, and resident populations (Biagi et al., 2018).
Nevertheless, QoL is closely depended on economic situ-
ation of the people. To increase the level of wealth at rural
areas, Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has
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paid the facility and credit to them through the Agricul-
tural Bank. However, it is not yet clear what impact these
credits have on the QoL of the villagers. Therefore, the
purpose of this survey is to analyze the effect of agricul-
tural bank credits on villagers” QoL in Zanjan Township.

2. Methodology

The research was conducted by a qualitative method-
ology based on a fundamental theory. The research as
qualitative study used narrative and documentary analysis
to analyze content of interviews. The thematic analysis,
content network and comparative analysis were used as a
tool to analyze relationship between modified content. 29
individuals who received credits of bank were selected as
sample by using purposeful sampling method.

3. Results

Findings indicated that credits of agricultural bank paid
to farmers in tow forms: 1) Micro credit, and 2) Macro
credit. Since the credits are paid to farmers according to
their land ownership and most of them were yeoman,
about 90-95% of farmers used the short-term microfi-
nance payments. Based on interviews, we identified the
credits of bank affect farmers’ QoL through improvement
of family income, quality of social relationships, and ef-
fective uses of environmental resources. Moreover, cred-
its of bank have dual effect on QoL according to their

types.

Comparison analysis of different effects of credits on
farmers’ QoL indicated that short-term microfinance pay-
ments almost are used to retrieve the previous debts, health
and safety, and providing of household food. Therefore, in
the long term it would increase debt and relative depriva-
tion among the recipients. In return, macro credits led to
an increases in employment level, communication among
farmers, income, achieve to facilities such as machinery,
water resources management, and production efficiency.
Therefore, it led to an increase in farmers’ QoL.

4. Discussion

Many studies (e.g, Roknedin Eftekhari & Ainali, 2006; Rah-
mani Fazli & Kaviani, 2010; Alaedini & Jalali Mousavi, 2011;
Ardahaee & Rostamalizadeh, 2012) have indicated that the
credits of bank increased the level of farmers’ QoL. How-
ever, we indicated that not all types of credit promote the
level of QoL among the farmers. This could be due to high
interest rates and short payback period of these credits.
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5. Conclusion

The research presents a comprehensive view of the
credits effects farmers’ QoL. According to the interviews,
deviation in the short-term microfinance payments func-
tioning is the main challenge for these credits. Instead of
using the credits to develop agricultural plans, farmers
have used them for other occasions. Therefore, bank man-
agers and rural development planners can use the finding
to improve the farmers’ QoL.
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