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The villages have maintained a long and complex relationship with the cities through the production and transfer
of power to cities which, in turn, have used and exerted power over villages. Understanding this relationship
requires an examination of the effect of the forces that generate and consume power. Therefore, Foucault's
qualitative method was used in this study. Accordingly, the power relations between producers and consumers
were divided into quadruple periods: before the Safavid Era, Safavid Era-Constitutional Revolution, Constitution-
al Revolution-Islamic Revolution, Islamic Revolution and afterward. According to the findings, in the early stages,
village-city relations were in the form of tax transfer and supply of soldiers, but over time, with the intervention
of various internal factors - the emergence of oil, land reforms- and foreign-international trade, power transmis-
sion was transformed and, with the establishment of the government and capitalist relations in the villages and
the introduction of luxury goods, the villages were deprived of their power. Therefore, cities as the power bases

Key words: have always been a factor in weakening the power of the villages since the time of their emergence. In this re-
Rural Spaces, gard, they have used many techniques that were more obvious in nature at the beginning, but today they in the
Urban Spaces, Pro- form of services provided to rural areas. To change the power relations between cities and villages and to create
ducers, Consumers, i  arational balance of power, one can: adjust the power differences between cities and villages and make power
Power Relation- accessible to all; ensure proper distribution of power among stakeholders; create a proper structure for the insti-
ships ¢ tutionalization of the power process between cities and villages and redistribution of power.

Copyright © 2021, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract es (Lambton, 1983).The settlement created an agricultural
revolution and gradually the division of labor took place,
1. Introduction and as a result of innovations, greater power, and trade re-
lations, the accumulation of capital occurred which result-
he requirements of time and circum- ed in the creation of cities (Kaviani Pooya, 2017). With the
stances of the people often forced them concentration of a population that shared an ideology, the
to accept rural life and stay in the villag-
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necessity of the emergence of religion became apparent,
and then some people (military-political agents) emerged
to protect these two factors and they themselves became
the main elements of the existence of the city. Therefore,
three important factors in the control of any society (econ-
omy, religion, and politics) were created in the cities.
Since then, power relations between cities and villages
have been formed, which have continued to benefit the
cities to this day. The study of power relations between
the city and the village is in fact a study of power relations
between producers (villagers) and consumers (towns) of
power. In other words, these relationships are studied over
time and in relation to the constituent elements, that is,
the trend of changes in the power between producers and
consumers of power is pursued. Therefore, the key ques-
tion of the research is: How are power relations between
the city and the village produced and consumed?

2. Methodology

In this research, Foucault's genealogy method is used.
Foucault considered any phenomenon to be a product of a
very long and complex historical process that has its own
discourse in each period. Therefore, power relations op-
erate through discourse to guide specific perceptions and

actions (Malatzky & Bourke, 2016). Discourses are based
on historical discontinuities. From this perspective, the
historical gaps in power relations between the cities and
villages of Iran, based on deep political-administrative
developments that have taken place in different periods,
are: Before the Safavid Era, Safavid Era to Constitutional
Revolution, Constitutional Revolution until the Islamic
Revolution, Islamic Revolution and afterward.

3. Results

Relations between the city and the village from the be-
ginning to the present day are divided into four periods:
A) The first period: Villages provide tax and soldiers for
the governments headquartered in the cities, and this con-
tinued until the Safavid period. In this period, the city's
dependence on the village was quite obvious. B) The
second period: In addition to taxes and soldiers, the vil-
lages became acquainted with the production of com-
mercial products for sale in the world markets at the end
of this period, but they continued to play a major role as
before, and this process continued until the Constitutional
Revolution. At that time, cities were still dependent on
villages. C) The third period: With the advent of oil, vil-
lages became power suppliers for the emerging industries
and consumers of imported goods. This process contin-
ued from the Constitutional Revolution to the Islamic

Bournal of [ziural [Rlesearch

Revolution. In this period, a shift occurred in the relations
between the city and the village, and with the formation
of central states, villages became dependent on cities.
D) The fourth period: Villages, in addition to supplying
workforce and consuming city goods, began to produce
commercial products for supply to world markets. In this
period, the villages were completely dependent on the cit-
ies and government institutions, and the removal of power
from the villages in a new way was associated with giv-
ing more privileges and further dependence of villages on
state facilities along with the more abundant consumption
of city goods.

4. Discussion

The villagers, as producers of economic, social, and po-
litical power, are always threatened by the townsmen and
above all, statesmen who are the consumers of power.

5. Conclusion

The villages in the long history of the Iranian society
have always been the gates of power for the city dwell-
ers and the statesmen, and in return, the statesmen have
exploited the villagers in various ways (sometimes by re-
sorting to physical power with the help of military forces,
sometimes with ideological power with the help of reli-
gion and sometimes by encouraging and giving various
economic and political privileges ) to achieve their goals.
This would gradually weaken the villages that once were
completely independent and self-sufficient, and supplied
the needs of the cities, and today they survive as children
who always listen to the words of their parents, hoping
that one day they will turn into strong young adults. There
is a need for such a power to change the power relations
between cities and villages. For this purpose, we can
come up with some solutions: 1. Power disputes between
cities and villages can be resolved and access to power
can be provided for all. In other words, power should be
adjusted so that the village will no longer be utilized by
the city and can become an independent legal entity with
the power to deal with the excessive needs of the city;
such as the seizure of village lands for various reasons,
including the extension of the territory or the creation of
industrial settlements. 2. The equal distribution of power
among stakeholders should be ensured, so that the villag-
ers will not only be themeans of producing power for
urban consumption, but can also benefit from their own
work. Regarding the first example, power can be distrib-
uted among stakeholders in a way that the revenues from
any change in land use in the village would return to the
villagers instead of merely burdening them with the ur-
ban problems. 3- A proper structure for the institutional-
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ization of the power process between cities and villages
and redistribution of power should be created. Based on
the example of the first solution, it can be stated that in
case of the inevitability of land-use change, it should be
done within the framework of village management and
with the supervision and guidance of the villagers. It
means producing power in the village and for the village.
And with the increase in the number of people, no change
should occur in the personality of the village and it should
not transform into a city; this primarily requires recogni-
tion of and respect for the legal personality of the village.
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