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The purpose of this research is to determine the tourism social carrying capacity of the host society and
identify the factors affecting it in the coastal villages of Mahmoodabad. The research method is descrip-
tive-analytic based on surveying. The statistical population of the study is all the household heads of the
coastal villages of Darwishabad and Chucksar in the North Daboi District of Mahmoodabad Township.
The statistical population of the study consists of 343 household heads. The research data were col-
lected through a questionnaire. Data were analysed by one-sample t-test, paired t-test, and correlation,

Key words: © multiple regression, and path analysis. The results of the studies show that, overall, the social carrying
Carrying capacity, ¢ capacity of the host society for tourism development is higher than the average level and the assumed
Tourism develop- © mean rank. Therefore, the social carrying capacity of the host society has not yet reached the saturation
ment, Host com- : level. The results also indicate that among the factors affecting the level of the social carrying capacity of
munity, Coastal the host society, residents’ attitude towards the economic effects of tourism development has the most
village, Mahmood- : direct effect and the variable of residents' attitude toward the environmental impacts of tourism devel-
abad Township ¢ opment has the most significant reverse effect on the social carrying capacity of the host community.
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Extended Abstract sidering the importance of this issue, in particular in rural

areas on the one hand, and on the other hand, given that in

1. Introduction recent decades massive and spontaneous development of

tourism in the villages of the coastal areas of Mahmoud-

arrying capacity is one of the most abad has caused many challenges in terms of capacity

complex and confusing concepts that to tolerate tourism in ecological dimensions. Social and

faces the geographer in seeking to un- physical conditions indicate that the continuation of this

derstand recreation sites and their ability process will lead to further destruction of the resources

to support a certain level of usage. Con- and tourist attractions, a further reduction tourists’ social
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carrying capacity, and a decline in the quality of the expe-
riences of tourists. Therefore, measuring the tourism car-
rying capacity of the coastal villages of this region based
on the attitude of the host community towards sustainable
tourism development is necessary.

2. Methodology

The purpose of this research is to determine tourism so-
cial carrying capacity of the host community and iden-
tify the factors affecting it in the coastal villages of Mah-
moodabad. The research method is descriptive-analytical
based on surveying. The statistical population of the study
is all the household heads of the coastal villages of Dar-
wishabad and Chucksar in the North Daboi District of
Mahmoodabad Township. The statistical population of
the study consists of 343 household heads. The research
data were collected through a questionnaire. Data were
analysed by one-sample t-test, paired t-test, and correla-
tion, multiple regression, and path analysis.

3. Results

To measure the social carrying capacity of the host
community, 5 items were used. In general, the rate of
the social carrying capacity of the host community for
tourism development was moderate with an average of
3.56. Therefore, the social carrying capacity of the host
society has not yet reached saturation level. The results
of the indicators show that residents generally have the
highest agreement on the presence of foreign tourists in
the region with a mean rank of 4.3 and the highest opposi-
tion to tourists in the second homes with the mean rank of
2.73. More detailed results indicate that the level of social
carrying capacity varies depending on the type of tour-
ism development. So that the level of the social carrying
capacity of residents for residential tourism development
has an average of 4.02 and for the development of tourism
of second homes has an average of 2.80.

4. Discussion

The results indicate that the attitudes of residents to-
wards the economic, social and cultural impacts of tour-
ism development and the economic dependence of the
residents on the tourism sector in this region have had a
significant positive effect, and the factors of residents' atti-
tudes toward environmental and physical effects have had
a significant negative effect on the social carrying capac-
ity of the host society for the development of tourism.

The results of this study show that a group of host com-
munities that were highly economically dependent on the
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tourism sector had a higher carrying capacity for tourism
development than a host community that was less eco-
nomically dependent on the tourism sector. In this regard,
the results of this study in this region show that in tour-
ist areas, people who are economically dependent on or
benefit from the tourism sector, compared to other people
who are less dependent on the tourism sector, have a high
social carrying capacity. This argument is also confirmed
by the theory of social exchange. According to this theory,
the carrying capacity of the host community for further
tourism development is based on the perceived costs and
benefits of tourism.

5. Conclusion

In general, if all strata of the host community benefit
from the development of tourism, it will increase the so-
cial carrying capacity of the host community for tourism.
Thus, according to the review of studies conducted in the
world and the experimental results of the findings of this
study, the benefits of tourism development as a key and
determining variable in the social carrying capacity of the
host community is considered. Therefore, managers and
officials must take steps to expand the benefits of tourism
development among all segments of the host community
and all occupational groups to increase social carrying
capacity and in the direction of sustainable tourism devel-
opment. In this regard, considering that the predominant
economic activity of the residents of rural areas of this
region is agriculture, one of the proposed solutions is a fa-
vorable and complementary link between the agricultural
and tourism sectors to increase the benefits of tourism de-
velopment for the agricultural sector.
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