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ABSTRACT

"Selseleh Regional Development Plan" is an endogenous approach with the aim of empowering villagers
of Selseleh County (Aleshtar) located in the north of Lorestan province. It was conducted between 1973
and 1978. The present study was conducted with the aim of identification of strategies for increasing
partnership of Rural community in the "Selseleh Regional Development Plan". This is a qualitative and
exploratory-descriptive Research. The research method is inductive qualitative content analysis. Purpo-
sive sampling was used and initial coding was done inductively based on the contents of the documents
of the "Selseleh Regional Development Plan". Finally, the categories were extracted. 47 concepts were
extracted from the primary and secondary codes of the documents. They were grouped into three main
categories: institutions, groups, and individuals. In the next step, based on axial coding, three constructs
were identified as the context and mechanism of participation: institutional and social constructs and
attitudes. Based on the findings, "Selseleh Regional Development Plan" has increased the participation
of the villagers in two ways: (a) increased participation context; (b) increased level of participation. The
result is increased engagement through providing local staff, creating a mechanism of participation, re-
search and innovation, budgeting, and training. Increased participation has also been achieved through
the provision of infrastructure services and addressing the communication, water supply, cooperative,
and public affairs of Aleshtar.

Copyright © 2020, Journal of Rural Research. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-noncommer-
cial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages, provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract opment projects, which was launched in 1973, i.e. the first

years of the emergence of new development approaches,

1. Introduction has been the “Selseleh Regional Development Plan”.

In September 1973, the Iranian government decided to

rom the 1970s onwards, rural develop- implement a comprehensive development plan due to the

ment patterns shifted to participatory de- problems caused by the one-dimensional nature of most

velopment strategies. One of the devel- rural development programs, their focus on economic
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development, and the application of patriarchal decision-
making methods from top to bottom. Specifically, in the
winter of 1973, at the behest of the then Prime Minister
(Amir Abbas Hoveida), it was suggested that a compre-
hensive development plan be implemented under his su-
pervision, given the need for reconstruction and efforts
to materially and spiritually elevate rural society. Majid
Rahnama, a researcher in education and development,
based on this strategy of rural development, designed
and managed “Selseleh Regional Development Plan”.
"Selseleh Regional Development Plan" had an endog-
enous approach with the aim of empowering villagers of
Selsaleh County (Aleshtar) located in the north of Lakstan
region. It was conducted between 1973 and 1978.

The aim of this study is to analyze the qualitative con-
tent of the documents of the "Selseleh Regional Devel-
opment Plan" in order to identify strategies to increase
participation in rural society and finally to design a model
for rural participatory development. Therefore, the main
question of this research is as follows: What have been
the strategies to increase the participation of villagers in
the Selseleh Regional Development Plan?

2. Methodology

This research is qualitative. In terms of purpose, it is
developmental and in terms of type, it is exploratory-
descriptive. Regarding the data collection method, it is
a documentary research. Data analysis method, accord-
ing to the proposed propositions, is inductive qualitative
content analysis, which is one of the powerful qualitative
methods. The statistical community (documents) of this
study includes "report on the activities and actions of the
Selseleh Regional Development Plan", "Considerations
on Development Concepts", "Analysis of the goals of
the Selseleh Regional Development Plan", "Selseleh Re-
gional Development Plan", and "General Studies of the
Selseleh Section (Aleshtar)". As a result, purposeful sam-
pling was conducted. The initial coding was done induc-
tively and based on the contents of the documents of the
"Seleseleh Regional Development Plan" and finally the
categories were extracted. The collection of information
from these documents continued until the researcher was
satisfied with the information.

3. Results

47 concepts were extracted from the primary and sec-
ondary codes of the documents. They were grouped
into three main categories: institutions, groups, and in-
dividuals. In the next step, based on axial coding, three
constructs were identified as the context and mechanism
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of participation: institutional, social and attitudes con-
texts. The content analysis of the project showed that the
change in the three institutional, social and attitudes levels
has been effective in increasing rural participation.

4. Discussion

In changing these constructs, four groups of custodians,
teachers, promoters, and sanitary staff have paved the
way. In the first step, the project authorities identified tal-
ented young people, and in the second step, by producing
content and educational forms, they were able to facili-
tate the involvement of these young people in promoting
the concept of participation. Teachers in the main part of
the training, each representing a specialized group, were
able to provide their members with continuous training in
increasing participation. Proponents of the plan, through
indirect operational participation, have made it possible
to institutionalize simplified concepts of participation
among the villagers. Through the spirit of empathy and
emotional participation, the project's sanitary staff also
shared their wealth of knowledge with their rural audi-
ences and, in fact, provided them with a deeper under-
standing of participation. In other words, the four groups
of custodians, teachers, promoters, and sanitary staff of
the project have been able to gain a deeper understanding
of what they see, hear, read, and transmit to the villagers.
Based on the findings, the "Selseleh Regional Develop-
ment Plan" has increased the participation of the villag-
ers in two ways: (a) increased participation context; (b)
increased level of participation.

5. Conclusion

The result is that increased engagement has been en-
sured through providing local staff, creating a mechanism
of participation, research and innovation, budgeting, and
training. Increased level of participation has also been
achieved through the provision of infrastructure services
and addressing the communication, water supply, coop-
erative, and public affairs of Alashtar. The regional devel-
opment plan of Selseleh was one of the rare plans that,
in the end, found success in dissolving itself and leaving
everything to the people. The plan was, in fact, an ex-
periment in creating a practical democracy. Also, in order
to increase the participation of the villagers, which was
considered the most important element of the “Regional
Development Plan of the Selseleh”, the participatory ap-
proach had to be institutionalized. In this method, while
paying attention to the dimensions of skill participa-
tion (helping people), knowledge participation has been
achieved through changes in the level of individual and
collective attitudes.
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