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In recent decades, the process of returning rural migrants to their original place of residence can be
considered one of the most important trends in demographic mobility. That is due to the general trend
of changing living conditions and its relative improvement in the villages compared to the past and the
fact that the primary reasons for migration no longer exist or the benefits of living in the city as a destina-
tion have decreased. Given the importance of analyzing such trends in the region and the field of city
and village relations, the present article seeks to investigate the causes and motivations of return migra-
tion among rural migrants in the city of Khorram Abad. The present research is an applied research of

Key words: the descriptive-correlational type and the statistical population includes all rural immigrants who have
Willingness to : returned to their villages during the years 2006-2016(N=24160).The research instrument is a researcher-
migrate, recursive made questionnaire and the validity and reliability of its form and content have been confirmed using
(reverse) migra- the opinions of experts in the fields of economics and rural development as well as the Cronbach's alpha
tion, village-city test. The results of independent t-test also suggested that there is a significant difference in the rate
relations, popula- : of desire to return between the group of landowners and non-owners in the village, people who have
tion flows, city of temporary and permanent jobs in the city, those who own agricultural land, and those who own only
Khorramabad : residential land in the village.
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Extended Abstract residence there, and then returning to the village. In recent

decades, it has been considered one of the most impor-

1. Introduction tant trends in population mobility. Studies show that both

economic and non-economic factors determine the moti-

everse migration is a process that in- vation for reverse migration. Before leaving the village,

volves the three stages of birth and life immigrants expect their situation would be improved.

in the village, migration to the city and But when immigrants' efforts fail to improve their living
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conditions, they are likely to return to their former lives.
One of the reverse migration processes is the acquisition
of scientific, technical and productive skills in migration
where immigrants use their scientific and experiential re-
sources to return, and this affects the development of vil-
lages. In addition, returning migrants have a potentially
important role in rural areas in slowing the rate of popu-
lation decline, population rejuvenation, job creation and
increasing human, social and financial capital. The pres-
ent study seeks to investigate the most important causes
of increasing tendency to reverse migration among these
immigrants in Khorramabad city, so that by understand-
ing these factors, rural decision-makers can use effective
planning to achieve the important and fundamental goal
of returning and staying in rural areas and exploit the vil-
lagers’ potential for development.

2. Methodology

This study is applied in terms of purpose, and it is
a field study in terms of data collection, Regarding the
subject, the present research was a correlation study and
the statistical population included all rural migrants who
had returned to their villages during the years 2006-2016
(N=24160). The sample size was determined 185 persons
by Cochran formula with a 0.071% error. The validity of
the questionnaire was confirmed by using content valid-
ity and the opinion of 6 experts from the Office of Rural
Affairs and the Governor Councils of Lorestan, as well as
3 professors of Lorestan University, and its reliability (in
the section on effective factors on the tendency to return to
the village) was also confirmed by Cronbach's alpha coef-
ficient (0.849). In the descriptive section, statistics such
as frequency, mean, standard deviation and minimum
and maximum were used to describe the characteristics
of immigrants. In the inferential section, the correlation
coefficient, independent t-test, and McNemar test were
used to compare the type of job and place of employment
before and after migration. The data were analyzed by
SPSS software.

3. Results

The results indicate the presence of positive and signifi-
cant relationships between household dimension, the rate
of relatives in the village, the amount of land and rural
property and the cost variables, and there is a negative
and significant relationship between immigrant neighbor-
hood, income, and savings in the origin city and the rate
of return migration to the village. The results of indepen-
dent t-test also showed that there was a significant dif-
ference in the tendency for return migration between the
group of landowners and non-landowners in the village,

Bournal of [ziural [Rlesearch

people with a temporary and permanent job in the city,
owners of agricultural lands and people who own only
residential land in the village.

4. Discussion

Since any planning and policy in rural areas are directly
and indirectly related to population structure and increas-
ing the rate of migrants’ return to their villages has a posi-
tive impact on urban and rural communities, the reasons
for and extent of these displacements are important The
results of the research can be categorized as follows:

A) Rural attraction factors due to improved living con-
ditions in the village: improving job opportunities for all
households and reducing costs of living in the village -
family relationships and local belonging - rural property
and wealth.

B) Urban repulsion factors or declining quality of life in
the city: the characteristics of the residence in the destina-
tion (city) and the income and occupational status in the
destination (city).

5. Conclusion

The research instrument is a researcher-made question-
naire and the validity and reliability of its form and con-
tent have been confirmed using the opinion of experts in
the fields of economics and rural development as well as
the Cronbach's alpha test. The results of independent t-test
also showed that there is a significant difference in the
rate of tendency to return to the group of landowners and
non-owners in the village. People have temporary and
permanent jobs in the city and there are those who own
agricultural land and those who own only residential land
in the village.

Based on what has been said, the following recom-
mendations are made: improving the employment rate in
the villages, creating the early return institution and pro-
moting entrepreneurship in the villages by giving loans,
providing facilities and supporting agriculture by guaran-
teeing the purchase of crops or crop insurance in case of
damage to the crops, diversifying the rural economy for
graduates and rural women and youths, equipping rural
centers with livelihood facilities and services needed by
the villagers and improving satellite villages communica-
tion network and access to these centers, expanding the
health, medical, educational and recreational services
needed in rural centers and expanding them in rural ar-
eas relative to the population to create spatial equality be-
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tween the city and the village and reducing the unplanned
and unforeseen migration trends.
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