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The purpose of this study was to identify barriers to the development of medicinal plants in Nahavand
in 2019. The sample size was 11 experts and 5 farmers who were selected through targeted snowball
sampling. Semi-structured interviews were conducted to collect data using the thematic analysis ap-
proach. The results were 22 main themes which were determined by MAXQDA, | quality software. The
main topics in this study were "supportive-supervisory barriers" and "managerial barriers". The results
of this study showed that insufficient conversion and complementary industries, farmers' lack of knowl-
edge of the market, the inability of farmers to package and sell, and lack of planning for crop develop-
ment are among the obstacles to the development of medicinal plants in Nahavand. A comprehensive

Key words: (financial-information) support system can be effective in reducing barriers and developing cultivation.
Medicinal Plants, { This system can have public, information and financial parts. In the "Personal Information" section of
Theme Analysis, © this system, all personal and economic details of cultivation applicants can be registered. In the "Specific
Rural Develop- Information" section, all areas prone to cultivating different types of medicinal plants and how to plant
ment, Nahavand © and harvest them can be identified. In the "Communication Channels" section, all relevant experts can
County © beintroduced.
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Extended Abstract hub of Hamedan province, which has the first rank in the
field of production of many agricultural products in the

1. Introduction province and the country but its resources have not been
used properly. Nahavand is a suitable area for growing

he main purpose of this study was to medicinal plants. In this area, medicinal plants are culti-
identify the cultivation barriers of me- vated by farmers on farms or in gardens. Hamedan prov-
dicinal plants in rural areas of Nahavand ince ranks fifth in the production of medicinal plants in

County. Nahavand is the agricultural the country. In total, there are 6000 species of plants in the
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province, of which 159 species have traditional uses in the
province and 156 species have no traditional use. Most
of the cultivated area of medicinal plants in Hamedan is
located in Nahavand and Razan. Nahavand has a temper-
ate mountainous climate, fertile lands, and suitable water
conditions. About 500 species of medicinal plants grow
in Nahavand. The area under cultivation of the products
of Nahavand is 68582 hectares. Of this area, 20% is al-
located to garden cultivation and the rest to agriculture, so
the development of the cultivation of medicinal plants as
low-yielding and high-yielding products can create a lot
of employment opportunities. Water scarcity is currently
one of the problems facing agriculture. Since medicinal
plants need less water than some crops, they are one of
the suitable planting options in the current drought condi-
tions. However, according to research, this capacity and
potential in this province has not been used properly.

2. Methodology

This was a qualitative and applied research and was con-
ducted using a thematic analysis approach. The sample
size was 11 experts and 5 farmers who were selected
through purposeful snow-ball sampling method. Semi-
structured interviews were conducted to collect data. In
the first step, 22 basic themes were identified. In the sec-
ond step, by organizing these themes, the basic themes of
the organizer were obtained. Finally, MAXQDA  soft-
ware was used for the drawing of a schematic network.

3. Results

The results of this study showed that the insufficiency of
conversion and complementary industries, farmers' lack
of knowledge of the target market, inability of farmers to
package and sell marketable products, lack of planning
and vision for the development of cultivation by planners,
lack of distribution map of cultivation of medicinal plants
and lack of organization of applicants for cultivation are
among the obstacles to the development of the cultiva-
tion of medicinal plants in Nahavand. Supportive barriers
and production barriers are a major obstacle to crop de-
velopment. Because despite the existing potentials in this
region, there is no export brand in any of the products at
the national or international level. Also in Nahavand, the
shortage of factories is one of the most obvious obstacles
that prevent the farmers from benefiting from the main
profit and added value of the cultivated plants. It was also
found that the majority of farmers are small land farmers,
and cultivating part of the land with medicinal plants is
detrimental to the family economy because they do not
have a secure market for sale and the profit will not be
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high. In this regard, some cases were presented as a solu-
tion.

4. Discussion

The final results of this study showed that the barriers
to the development of the cultivation of medicinal plants
in Nahavand include two main themes called "supportive
barriers" and "managerial barriers" and comprise of a to-
tal of 22 basic themes.

5. Conclusion

To achieve the goals of this research, a practical and
comprehensive solution should be provided. In this re-
gard, launching a comprehensive (financial-information)
support system can be effective. This system can have
public, information, and financial parts.

1. In the "Personal Information" section of this system,
all personal and economic details of farmers can be reg-
istered.

2. In the "Specific Information" section, all suitable areas
for the cultivation of medicinal plants, as well as the type
of planting and the date of harvest can be specified. This
system can be considered for provinces, such as Hamed-
an, that are prone to cultivation of medicinal plants. The
information on this system should be completed accord-
ing to geographical and local conditions. The information
in this section should be updated periodically.

3. In the "Communication Channels" section, all the re-
lated experts can be introduced and the communication
channels can be advertised. It is also possible to ask site
users to enter their phone number by entering options so
that they may be informed of the news and receive the
required SMS. In this way, users can send information
about the date of cultivation of medicinal plants, the in-
troduction of suitable seeds, and the place of distribution
of seeds and other related information, depending on the
type of medicinal plants they are applying for cultivation.
Also in this section, the time, place, and content of related
training workshops are introduced and also sales market
information are made available to everyone.

4. In another part of this system, users can apply for a
loan. People who register are introduced to the bank and
take the necessary steps to get a loan.
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