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Each part of the landscape has a distinctive character, which offers a unique sense of place. Moreover, there
are specific cultural backgrounds, which have influenced the settlement patterns of regions and countries. The
rural landscape patterns are particular contexts since they have cultural characteristics. As local residents in
rural areas tend to use modern technology, preservation of cultural values and natural attractions should not
be underestimated. There are many criteria that must be considered in order to achieve sustainability. This
research has been done by investigating the sustainable landscape indicators in the Iranian rural ecosystem
based on the stakeholders’ attitudes. Iran’s geographical location and natural characteristics import a wide

Key words: climatic diversity that ranges from semi-arid to subtropical. Therefore, four villages with different climates were
Sustainable Land- : selected: 1. Furg, a village in Darmian rural district, South Khorasan province in the hot and dry climate; 2. An-
scape Indicators, booh, a village in Roodbar, Gilan province, in the cold and mountainous climate; 3. Dastak, a village in Astane-
Rural Ecosystem, Ashrafieh, Gilan province, in the moderate rainy climate, and 4. Tabl, a historic village in Gheshm, Hormozgan
Mental-Evaluative province, in the hot and humid climate of Iran. The researchers analyzed the rural landscape and defined the
Image, Cultural : main characteristics that shape the sustainable rural landscape, based on the research method. The results
Landscape, Land- indicate that the economy of rural areas has been strongly dependent on natural resources exploitation. Also,
scape Transforma- the recent technological advancements in exploitation, loss of rural livelihood, and increased social demand
tion © for the amenity aspects of these resources have dramatically changed the rural landscape and visual quality.
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Extended Abstract cific cultural backgrounds, which have influenced the
settlement patterns of regions and countries. Rural settle-

1. Introduction ments represent rural production patterns and social cul-
ture in rural territorial systems. This system reflects the

ach part of the landscape has a distinc- interaction processes between human activities and the
tive character, which offers a unique geographical environment. Human activities in the geo-

sense of place. Moreover, there are spe-
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graphical environment create special features in the rural
landscape. Today, the rapid changes are seen as a nega-
tive evolution because they lead to the loss of diversity,
coherence, and identity, which were characteristic of the
traditional cultural landscapes.

This research has been done by investigating the sus-
tainable landscape indicators in the Iranian rural ecosys-
tem based on the stakeholders’ attitudes. Given the fact
that the destruction of rural environments and their valu-
able elements is taking place, it is necessary to identify
and explain the indicators of a sustainable rural landscape
in accordance with the conditions in Iran.

2. Methodology

This research has been done by analytical and survey
method with the aim of finding sustainable landscape
indicators and factors affecting it in accordance with the
background conditions of Iran's rural ecosystem. For this
purpose, in addition to participatory observation, the in-
terview technique was used, and two groups of rural com-
munity were interviewed:

1- The main interview is semi-structured and has been
used to obtain the villagers’ answers.

2- The supplementary interview contains open-ended
questions and has been used to obtain the opinions of lo-
cal experts.

Also, in the research process, the stakeholders were
asked to draw mental maps (their perception of a favor-
able rural perspective).

Iran’s Geographical Location and natural characteristics
import a wide climatic diversity that ranges from semi-
arid to subtropical. Therefore, four villages with different
climates were selected: 1. Furg, a village in Darmian rural
district, South Khorasan province in the hot and dry cli-
mate; 2. Anbooh, a village in Roodbar, Gilan province, in
the cold and mountainous climate; 3. Dastak, a village in
Astane-Ashrafieh, Gilan province, in the moderate rainy
climate, and 4. Tabl, a historic village in Gheshm, Hor-
mozgan province, in the hot and humid climate of Iran.

3. Results

The researchers analyzed the rural landscape and de-
fined the main characteristics that shape the sustainable
rural landscape, based on the mental-evaluative images of
rural residents and stakeholders. The results show that de-
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spite the diversity and differentiation, the vernacular rural
landscapes have a kind of unity and harmony.

Based on the analysis of the findings, two categories of
main indicators have been identified: 1. The most impor-
tant indicators that shape the sustainable rural landscape
and 2. The main indirect factors that have a secondary in-
fluence on the rural landscape.

4. Discussion

Discussion- The research results indicate that the most
important indicators of the sustainable rural landscape
are: “the appropriate natural location of the rural settle-
ment”, “the existence of amazing and admirable natural
landscapes™ , “the role of vernacular construction tech-
niques and materials used based on the different climatic
conditions and cultures (vernacular architecture)”, “unity
of village landscape in combination with nature and the
surrounding area”, “rhythmic composition of the hetero-
geneous landscapes (the combination of rural settlement
texture with the vast open area, farmlands, and gardens
together with the pastures and natural landscape)” all of
which form the identity of the rural landscape.

The main secondary factors that indirectly affect the
sustainable rural landscape are: “Diverse sources of ru-
ral household income”, “Traditions and unique cultural
customs”, “Events and ceremonies”, “the sense of place”,
“The effects of income on paying more attention to the
building facade and the rural architecture”; which all can
be considered as intangible indicators of a sustainable ru-

ral landscape.

5. Conclusion

In this study, research participants (villagers) consid-
ered the indicator: “diverse sources of rural household in-
come” (including agriculture, animal husbandry, and ru-
ral industries) and the indicator: “the effects of income on
paying more attention to the building facade and the rural
architecture” to be more effective than other economic in-
dicators. But overall, a smaller percentage of respondents
found the economic indicators to be highly influential in a
sustainable rural landscape.

One of the reasons could be the indirect and gradual ef-
fects of economic developments on the rural landscape
because the term "landscape” is usually associated with
the indicators that appear directly on the appearance of
the environment or the objects, while the secondary indi-
cators show their effects gradually, indirectly and follow-
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ing the main factors; therefore, more research is needed to
find these effects.
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