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Poverty is still one of the main challenges facing humankind with a more rural nature in developing coun-
tries. The importance of addressing the issue of poverty and deprivation is to the extent that the United
Nations considers its reduction as the first goal of Sustainable Development Goals. The approach of re-
searchers and politicians to poverty has now shifted from one-dimensional to multi-dimensional. This
means that poverty is no longer seen as a purely economic issue, instead, various dimensions including
education, health, and welfare are now considered for poverty. Accordingly, recognition of poverty and
coping with it requires a holistic and systematic understanding of it. The current study has attempted to
go beyond the household level and study poverty (at county, province and country levels) by utilizing the
concept of MPI while localizing its various indices with the aim of assisting policy-making and planning to
reduce poverty. In this regard, the 2016 census data of 20000 rural households were used. According to

Key words: the findings of this study, the multidimensional poverty index (MPI) of Iran is 0.349. Education, health, and
Deprivation, Rural living standards (welfare) had the highest contribution in MPI, respectively. The intensity and incidence of
poverty, Poverty : poverty among rural households are 0.558 and 0.628, respectively. Poverty in Iran is affected not only by
intensity, Poverty economic and social factors but also by spatial and climatic factors. Consequently, given the extent and
incidence, Smart complexity of the relationships among the factors affecting and being affected by poverty, any planning
poverty reduction © and policymaking to alleviate poverty requires an intelligent holistic and systematic approach to poverty.
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Extended Abstract in developing countries. The importance of addressing the

issue of poverty and deprivation is to the extent that the

1. Introduction United Nations considers its reduction as the first goal of

Sustainable Development Goals in 2015. The approach

overty is still one of the main challenges of researchers and politicians to poverty has now shifted

facing mankind with a more rural nature from one-dimensional to multi-dimensional. This means
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that poverty is no longer seen as a purely economic issue,
instead, various dimensions including education, health,
and welfare are now considered for poverty. Accordingly,
recognition of poverty and coping with it requires a com-
prehensive and systematic understanding of it. The cur-
rent study has attempted to go beyond the household level
and study poverty (at city and province-level) by utilizing
the concept of multidimensional poverty while localizing
its various indices (14 indices) with the aim of assisting
policy-making and planning to reduce poverty.

2. Methodology

In order to calculate multidimensional poverty in this re-

search, the proposed method of Alkire and Jahan (2018), de-
veloped at the Office of Human Development Report of
the United Nations, was used. This index has three main
groups (health, education, and living standards). Each
main group contains a number of sub-indices. The analy-
sis unit in the study was rural households and all counties
have rural households. Household-level data were also
used to estimate the dimensions of poverty at the county
level. The sample included 20000 rural households that
were randomly selected from the database of the last of-
ficial census of the country in 2016.

3. Results

According to the findings of this study, the multidimen-
sional poverty index in Iran is 0.349. The intensity and in-
cidence of poverty among rural households are 0.558 and
0.628, respectively. In other words, 59% of rural house-
holds are deprived of defined indices, and 63% of them
are poor in different dimensions. Among the three main
dimensions of the MPI, the education dimension with
46.6% had the highest contribution in rural households’
deprivation. After that, health dimension and living stan-
dards were 33.4%, and 20%, respectively. Zanjan prov-
ince has been the most deprived province in educational
poverty (0.561). In terms of health, the most deprived
province was West Azerbaijan (0.396), and in terms of ru-
ral living standards, Sistan and Baluchestan was the most
deprived one (0.263). Overall, based on the values of
MPI, Sistan and Baluchestan is the poorest and the most
deprived province in Iran (MPI=0.510). After Sistan and
Baluchestan, West Azerbaijan (MPI=0.467), Kerman-
shah (MPI=0.462), and Lorestan (MPI=0.454) have the
next ranks, respectively. On the other side of the list, there
are Tehran, Yazd, and Alborz, which have the lowest MPI
(0.2,0.216, 0.227), respectively.
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4. Discussion

Poverty and deprivation incidence among provinces and
counties located in the western and southeastern regions
of the country are higher than in other regions. This re-
flects the lack of equilibrium in access to adequate ameni-
ties, education, health, and various resources, including
production, which largely reflects the sovereignty of the
center-periphery development system. Comparison and
explanation of the deprivation status in different prov-
inces show that the amount of deprivation in border
provinces is higher than in central provinces. The study
of the poverty index among different provinces and cities
showed that poverty in Iran is affected not only by eco-
nomic and social variables but also by spatial and climatic
factors. Consequently, given the extent and complexity of
the relationships among the factors affecting and being af-
fected by poverty, any planning and policymaking to ad-
dress poverty requires a holistic and systematic approach
to poverty. Finally, according to the findings, since the in-
tensity and incidence of poverty, and also its dimensions
are different in different regions, it is necessary for poli-
cymakers and planners to first consider these differences
and then completely understand the poverty diversity and
rural deprivation. Then, considering these differences,
smart poverty alleviation actions can be made. Smart pov-
erty alleviation is nothing but targeted policy-making and
planning based on a thorough understanding of the pover-
ty phenomenon in terms of type, intensity, and incidence.

5. Conclusion

This study showed that: a) Poverty incidence among
Iranian rural communities is higher than its intensity, B)
Rural poverty in Iran is more about education than health

and living standards, which is itself an affirmation of the
fact that poverty is not merely economic.
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