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Rural development is one of the main concerns of developing countries. The consequences of lack of
development in rural areas such as widespread poverty, unemployment and migration have led to more
attention to rural development. According to the latest report of the Statistics Center of Afghanistan
(2020), out of the total population of this country, about 23.4 million people (71%), live in rural areas. At
the same time, rural areas face various economic, social, cultural, managerial and environmental chal-
lenges. Therefore, identifying Afghanistan's rural development challenges is a prerequisite to developing
policies, plans, and providing a flexible model for achieving sustainable rural development. In this regard,
the main purpose of this study was to identify and analyze the major challenges of rural development in
Afghanistan. The statistical population included 60 experts on agricultural and rural development. The
data collection tool was a questionnaire and its method was face-to-face interview. For data analysis,

Key words: coefficient of variation and confirmatory factor analysis were used. The results of this study showed
Rural Develop- that several challenges including economic (such as lack of credits and investments in rural areas), social
ment, Rural Pov- © (such as women’s low participation in rural activities), environmental (such as improper exploitation of
erty, Rural Society, : groundwater), physical (such as the weakness or lack of rural-urban network), and managerial (especially
Barriers to Rural the dominance of unskilled laborers in rural economic activities) challenges, have influenced rural devel-
Development, opment in Afghanistan, respectively. Undoubtedly, any effort to eliminate them will play a significant role
Afghanistan  in achieving sustainable rural and consequently national development of this country.
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Extended Abstract ing and improving the sustainability of rural households
(Liu & Liu, 2016). Rural development as a multidimensional

1. Introduction concept, not only involves economic growth in rural ar-
eas but also involves its adaptation to human behavior,

esigning comprehensive rural develop- social and political structure of rural communities, and the

ment policies is the basis for empower-
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participation of villagers in development processes (Boro-

dina & Prokopa, 2019). In the rural economy and develop-
ment programs, agriculture is the most important and only

economic pillar of villages (Barati et al., 2021b; Taherkhani,
2000). The goal of rural development is to improve the

quality of life (Toulabi Nejad & Paydar, 2018) and achieve a
good life through meeting the basic needs of rural society.
Considering that a large proportion of the population of
third world countries lives in rural areas, rural develop-
ment is vital. Afghanistan is a country in which a signifi-
cant portion of the population lives in rural areas (about
71%) and is currently facing various challenges, includ-
ing economic, social, etc. Therefore, paying attention to
Afghanistan's rural areas and providing the appropriate
services to increase the efficiency of the agricultural sec-
tor is vital. For this purpose, it is necessary to first identify
the challenges, capacities and capabilities of rural areas
in order to ensure the necessary planning and policies for
rural development. This study analyzed the challenges of
rural development in Afghanistan based on the views of
rural and agricultural experts to identify the most funda-
mental challenges facing rural development in Afghani-
stan and suggest appropriate solutions in this regard.

2. Methodology

The statistical population studied in this study consisted
of all experts working in the field of rural and agricul-
tural development in two ministries (Ministry of Rural
Development and Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation and
Livestock) of Afghanistan (60 people). This study was
performed using the counting method. We used a few
inferential and descriptive statistics such as mean, stan-
dard deviation and coefficient of variation, and confirma-
tory factor analysis (structural equation modeling method
based on partial least squares) to analyze the data.

3. Results

The results of descriptive statistics showed that the mean
age of respondents was 40.6 years and the highest fre-
quency belonged to the under 36 years group. Also, most
respondents (93.3%) were male, 18.2% of the experts had
a diploma, 43.3% had a bachelor's degree and 38.3% had
a master's degree. The academic field of study of most of
the experts was related to agriculture (43.3%) and rural
development (23.3%). The results of confirmatory factor
analysis showed that several challenges including eco-
nomic (such as lack of credits and investments in rural
areas), social (such as women'’s low participation in rural
activities), environmental (including improper exploita-
tion of groundwater), physical (such as the weakness or
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lack of rural-urban network), and managerial (especially
the dominance of unskilled laborers in rural economic ac-
tivities) challenges are the most effective challenges for
the rural development in Afghanistan.

4. Discussion

Undoubtedly, one of the main reasons for the struc-
tural weakness of rural areas in Afghanistan is economic
problems such as lack of job opportunities, unemploy-
ment and poverty, which have recently led to widespread
rural-urban migration. The results showed that economic
challenges are the most important and effective rural de-
velopment challenges in Afghanistan. Unemployment
is one of the main causes of poverty and lack of income
for rural residents in this country, which has made it nec-
essary to create employment and income in rural areas.
Meanwhile, the main source of income in rural areas of
this country is agricultural activities. On other hand, lack
of suitable infrastructure for rural industry development,
weakness of rural infrastructure (roads, health facilities,
water, etc.), lack of access to agricultural inputs, lack of
agricultural mechanization and non-commercialization
of agricultural products are some other challenges facing
rural development in Afghanistan. These findings indi-
cate that the villages of this country have faced significant
challenges. However, it seems the country's planners and
policymakers should reconsider their rural development
strategies and pay attention to approaches and policies
that put more emphasis on rural development in order to
improve the living conditions of rural residents directly.

5. Conclusion

The aim of this study was to analyze the challenges of
rural development in Afghanistan. The findings of this
study showed that the government should include more
investment in rural areas through diversification of eco-
nomic activities and capacity preparation for local com-
munities and investment in various fields in order to re-
duce unemployment in rural areas. Also, the government
should support agricultural and non-agricultural products,
and develop and apply new rural development strategies
with the aim of establishing rural markets, broadly sharing
economic growth in rural areas, and encouraging public
participation. According to the results of this study, fac-
tors such villagers’ lack of awareness about the methods
and principles of achieving sustainable development, low
knowledge of farmers and the existence of widespread
illiteracy in rural areas have caused various challenges.
Therefore, in order to achieve rural sustainable develop-
ment and alleviate these challenges, it is suggested to em-
power the villagers through education to reduce illiteracy
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in rural areas to improve the level of knowledge and in-
formation of villagers and farmers. Undoubtedly, this will
facilitate and accelerate the achievement of sustainable
rural development.
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