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The Iranian rural stratification system has undergone many changes in the last century. The very first
signs of change in the rural socio-political texture can be observed by the advent of the Iranian modern
government (1926). It seemed prior to that that villages tend to be untouched areas, away from macro
policies and programming, and under the control of ‘Khans, and local authorities. In rare cases, however,
they lived their own life as local self-sufficient communities. After the 1979 Revolution and the dawn
of a religious government, villages experienced other policies. It seemed the new ruling body was after
changing them into a new socio-cultural base for the purpose of its ideology and revolutionary ambi-

Key words: tions. Such events as the Construction Jihad and crash plans in rural areas are said to be clear examples
Rural stratification, : of the government’s tendency to appear strongly in them. Stratification does not necessarily mean in-
Social class, Social dividuals’ economic status in villages, yet there have been efforts to analyze these changes in terms of
status, Power, : local power and social status. The overall results of the research indicate that in the heart of the villages
Social stratification a variety of forms of urban economy in governmental, commercial, and some cases, industrial sectors as
after the revelation © opposed to the agricultural economy are developing.
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Extended Abstract (1960-1968) and the other is the Islamic Revolution in
1979. Land reform led to many changes in the economic,
social and political structure of rural society, not only in
the villages but also in society as a whole. One of the most
important consequences of land reform was the collapse
of the traditional structure in rural society. After the land
reform, government institutions replaced the traditional
powers in the village. After the 1979 revolution, the struc-
ture of rural society underwent new changes.

1. Introduction

ran's rural community has undergone
many changes over the past hundred
years. Especially, two important histori-
cal events have had a significant impact
on rural society. The first is land reform
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Many government institutions, established after the land
reform, were dissolved. The post-revolutionary govern-
ment established new institutions in the villages. The pur-
pose of this article is to explain the developments of rural
society in the four decades after the revolution.

2. Methodology

The method used in this research is a kind of histori-
cal method. In this research, the trend of changes in two
villages has been studied. In fact, this article is a ‘trend
research study’. In order to collect data in this research,
Focus Group Discussion, in-depth interviews and docu-
mentary study techniques have been used.

3. Results

According to the findings of this study in the first decade
after the revolution, revolutionary institutions like Jihad-e
Sazandegi, Basij,... changed the traditional hierarchy of
power in the rural community studied. Although the cler-
gy held an important position in rural society, their power
increased after the revolution. This part of the rural com-
munity now has a high status in the villages.

In the second decade after the revolution, the rural area
experienced extensive economic and cultural changes.
The standard of living in rural society changed and urban
jobs replaced rural jobs.

4. Discussion

Developments in rural society in the last four decades
have been affected by two phenomena. First the influence
of revolutionary institutions (in the first decade after the
revolution). Second, the process of changing the lifestyle
of the villagers (urbanization of villages). The goal of the
post-revolutionary government was economic indepen-
dence. For this reason, the government tried to strengthen
the rural economy. From the third decade onwards (1990),
the rural economy (agriculture, animal husbandry, etc.)
lost its former importance. Instead, the urban economy
expanded in the villages.

5. Conclusion

In general, it can be concluded that in the last four de-
cades, rural policies have affected the economic structure
as well as the rural stratification system. The main reasons
for the change in the stratification system in rural Iran are
the expansion of the education system, migration, change
in living patterns, and the introduction of new technolo-
gies. The change from rural to urban lifestyle has also
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had an effect on the rural stratification system. Finally, it
can be said that rural stratification has experienced many
structural changes.
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