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Every year, some of the best agricultural lands in the country are changed for various reasons and con-
verted into non-agricultural uses, and the departure of such lands from the field of agricultural and
horticultural production causes irreparable damage. In this regard, the present study was conducted
qualitatively, using the fundamental theory method with the aim of investigating the causes of land use
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Extended Abstract and threaten people with vulnerability. Therefore, not

only does land use change trajectories need assessment,

1. Introduction but also possible future conditions must be projected for

certain assumptions, both basic to ensuring sustainable

and use change is a process by which conditions. Land use involves the management and modi-

human activities transform the natural fication of the natural environment or wilderness into built

landscape, referring to how the land environments such as settlements and semi-natural habi-

has been used, usually emphasizing the tats such as arable fields, pastures, and managed woods.

functional role of land for economic ac- Land use by humans has a long history, first emerging

tivities. Land use changes are often nonlinear and might more than 10 thousand years ago. It also has been defined
trigger feedback to the system, stress living conditions, as "the total of arrangements, activities, and inputs that
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people undertake in a certain land type. According to a
report by the United Nations' Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization, land degradation has been exacerbated where
there has been an absence of any land use planning, or of
its orderly execution, or the existence of financial or legal
incentives that have led to the wrong land use decisions,
or one-sided central planning leading to over-utilization
of the land. As a consequence, the result has often been
misery for large segments of the local population and
the destruction of valuable ecosystems. Such narrow ap-
proaches should be replaced by a technique for the plan-
ning and management of land resources that is integrated
and holistic and where land users are central. This will
ensure the long-term quality of the land for human use,
the prevention or resolution of social conflicts related to
land use, and the conservation of ecosystems of high bio-
diversity value. Agricultural land use change is a phenom-
enon that is almost inevitable during economic develop-
ment and periods of population growth. Every year, some
of the best agricultural lands in the country are changed
for various reasons and converted into non-agricultural
uses, and the departure of such lands from the field of ag-
ricultural and horticultural production causes irreparable
damage. In this regard, the present study was conducted
qualitatively, using the fundamental theory method with
the aim of investigating the causes of land use change in
Dashtestan City of Bushehr province.

2. Methodology

Participants in this study were 16 experts from agricul-
tural centers in the city who were selected for the study
through targeted snowball sampling (chain reference).
The criterion for the number of samples was theoretical
saturation. Semi-structured interviews were used to col-
lect data. Finally, the collected data were coded and ana-
lyzed in the form of 55 concepts and 18 categories.

3. Results

Finally, the extracted factors based on their nature in 8
mechanisms (economic (13 factors), social (7 factors),
environmental (9 factors), welfare (8 factors), legal (7
factors), human (4), supportive (2 factors) and psycho-
logical (5 factors) were placed in the model of Strauss and
Corbin.

4. Discussion

In this study, using the qualitative paradigm, the most
important causes of agricultural land use change in
Dashtestan City were identified. In this research, to man-
age the identified factors, the model was guided towards
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the exit from the subject and a comprehensive model was
designed in this field. The results of this study can help the
research literature of policymakers in this field because in
addition to reviewing the literature, the subject is known
as the most important cause of land use change.

5. Conclusion

In this study, 55 important factors of agricultural land
use change in the first stage of coding were identified. In
the next stage, due to the similarity of extractive codes
in 18 categories, namely increasing property value, in-
creasing costs, farmers' job problems, ease of buying and
selling, social problems, increasing migration, water cri-
sis, climate problems, land quality problems, increasing
welfare, luxury, regulatory problems, lack of awareness,
inheritance law, the existence of intermediaries, lack of
government support, mental inclinations and motivation-
al issues were classified into eight categories: economic,
social, natural, welfare, legal, human, supportive and psy-
chological reasons.
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