Nournal of ziural lZiesearch

Research Paper
Spatial Relationships Analysis between the Concepts of Life Quality, Social Capital and Rural
Entrepreneurship (Case Study: Dezful County)

“Hamid Barghi', Yousef Ghanbari', Morteza Abiyat?, Mostefa Abiyat?

1. Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geographical Sciences and Planning, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.
2. PhD Student, Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Faculty of Geographical Sciences and Planning, Isfahan University, Isfahan, Iran.

Use your device to scan

e e onne [J{ETI0I0F Barghi, H., Ghanbari, Y., Abiyat, M., & Abiyat, M. (2023). [Spatial Relationships Analysis between the Concepts
. H: of Life Quality, Social Capital and Rural Entrepreneurship (Case Study: Dezful County) (Persian)]. Journal of Rural Research,
13(4), 670-699, http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.346758.1763

- http://dx.dei.org/ 10.22059/jrur.2022.346758.1763

Received: 04 Aug. 2022 ABSTRACT

Accepted: 28 Nov. 2022

The objective of this study is to investigate spatial relationships analysis of the concepts of life quality, social capital,
and rural entrepreneurship in Dezful County, which was done through the descriptive and analytical methodology
and data collection by field and survey methods. To pursue the issue, 147 target villages were selected based on
the Cochran formula from 238 in-habited rural areas in Dezful County. The principal research tool is a researcher-
made questionnaire containing 250 manifest variables extracted from 23 latent variables in triple concepts. The
statistical population consists of 30,032 household heads in the target villages, and questionnaires were randomly
distributed among 379 of them based on Cochran's formula and multi-stage sampling method. The statistical
population consists of 30,032 heads of households in the villages of this county. Ques-tionnaires were randomly
distributed based on Cochran's formula and multi-stage sampling method among 379 family heads in the target
villages in eleven rural districts of this county. In this research, the analysis of pairwise and general relationships
between concepts was done through structural equation modeling (SEM) and investigating the situation of the
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Extended Abstract faction from the living conditions concerning the goals,

expectations, laws, and standards. Meanwhile, social

1. Introduction capital guarantees dynamism, making structural changes,

and recreating social and economic situations. Social cap-

ife quality shows society's awareness ital can improve life quality and the flow of information,

about the comfort and feeling of satis- resources, support, skills, ideas, and innovations through
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developing networks, interactions, institutions, aware-
ness, and trust. In societies where the economic systems
are weak and dependent, life quality is improved through
the access of social capital elements to the tools and guid-
ance of entrepreneurship development. Promoting an en-
trepreneurship culture is one of the main factors in reduc-
ing poverty, empowering people, and growing the local
and regional economy. Although most rural settlements
benefit from favorable social capital status, they face in-
adequate life quality, funds, infrastructure, education, and
entrepreneurship. Nowadays, by moving towards sustain-
able development and connecting this flow with social
capital dimensions, opportunities for entrepreneurship,
improving systems, and livelihood support mechanisms
can be used to diversify the rural economy.

This study raises the following questions about spatial
relationship analysis between the three concepts of life
quality, social capital, and rural entrepreneurship in Dez-
ful County. First, is there a relationship between life qual-
ity and social capital in the villages of Dezfil/? Second, is
there a relationship between the concepts of life quality
and rural entrepreneurship in the county? Third, is there
a relationship between social capital and rural entrepre-
neurship in the county? Fourth, what is the state of rural
areas in terms of spatial relations between concepts?

2. Methodology

The present research is an applied study based on a de-
scriptive-analytical method and is considered a field and
survey research. To pursue the issue, 147 target villages
were selected based on the Cochran formula from 238
inhabited rural areas in Dezfit/ County. The principal re-
search tool is a researcher-made questionnaire containing
250 manifest variables extracted from 23 latent variables
in triple concepts. The statistical population consists of
30,032 household heads in the target villages, and ques-
tionnaires were distributed randomly among 379 of them
based on Cochran's formula and multistage sampling
method. The statistical population consists of 30,032
heads of households in the villages of this county. Ques-
tionnaires were randomly distributed based on Cochran's
formula and multistage sampling method among 379
family heads in the target villages in eleven rural districts
of this county.

3. Results

In convergent validity, T-value for all factor loadings
showed a higher amount than 5.43 in 99% confidence.
Factor loadings of all latent variables in the concepts are
higher than 0.50. The average variance extracted (AVE)
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in research concepts was more than 0.50, which is smaller
than their composite reliability (CR). This value is 0.75 in
life quality, 0.71 in social capital, and 0.86 in rural entre-
preneurship. Therefore, the concepts of the model have
convergent validity. In validity's divergent through the
Heterotrait-Monotrait Ratio (HTMT), all the properties of
the constructs showed a value lower than 0.90. So that the
value of HTMT showed for examining the concepts of
life quality and social capital at 0.70, life quality and rural
entrepreneurship at 0.48, and social capital and rural en-
trepreneurship at 0.54. The reliability of the questionnaire
through Cronbach's alpha coefficients and composite reli-
ability (CR) for all dimensions of the constructs showed
a value equal to 0.99, which indicates the high internal
consistency and reliability of measurement tools. Coef-
ficient alpha's and CR for concepts of life quality are 0.84
and 0.87, the social capital at 0.94 and 0.95, and rural en-
trepreneurship at 0.98. Alpha coefficients and compound
reliability are less and above 0.90, respectively, in the life
quality and the two concepts of social capital and rural
entrepreneurship, indicating the degree of adaptation to
the suitable level of these concepts.

The results of the structural model showed that the
paired relationships of the concepts with a significance
level lower than the assumed error rate of 0.05 evaluating
as direct and positive. The highest and lowest relation-
ships of the constructs belong to the relationship between
life quality and social capital and the linkage of life quali-
ty and rural entrepreneurship by path coefficients of 0.949
and 0.875. The findings showed that 9.86% of the target
villages in Dezful County are very appropriate, 11.22%
are suitable, 19.39% are relatively intermediate, 20.75%
are unsuitable, and 38.78% are muchly unappropriated.

4. Discussion

In line with the significance of the mentioned assump-
tions and considering that the path coefficient in all paired
relationships between the concepts was more than 0.850,
the first linkage confirmed the direct and positive relation-
ship between life quality and social capital, the findings
of this section agrees with the results of studies by Glatz
and Fernandez (2020), Kim et al. (2019), Naeimi et al. (2019),
Khademi et al. (2018), and Chen et al. (2018). For the second
linkage, which confirmed the direct and positive relation-
ship between the concepts of life quality and rural entre-
preneurship, the findings of this section agree with the re-
sults of the studies of Woodside et al. (2020), Nikolaev et al.
(2020), Abreu et al. (2019), and Sadeghloo et al. (2017). For
the third linkage, which confirmed the direct and positive
relationship between the concepts of social capital and
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rural entrepreneurship, the findings of this section agree
with the results of studies by Mahfud et al. (2020), Lang and
Fink (2019), Williams et al. (2018), Barghi et al. (2018), and
Ghadiri-Masoum et al. (2017).

5. Conclusion

The objective of this study was to investigate spatial
relationships analysis of the concepts of life quality, so-
cial capital, and rural entrepreneurship in Dezfi/ County.
This study confirmed the existence of significant relation-
ships between the research's concepts. Based on the layers
combination of GRA and fuzzy analysis, the nearly two-
thirds situation of the target villages is inappropriate in the
general relationships of research concepts. The favorable
and very favorable situation in the general relationships of
concepts for the villages of the southern part of the county
is probably due to the linkage of these villages with the
surrounding urban centers such as the Dezful, Safi Abad,
Dezab, and Mianrud.
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17. Cronbach’s Alpha
18. Standardized Regression Weight
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14. Average Variance Extracted (AVE)
15. Composite Reliability (CR)

16. Heterotrait Monotrait Ratio (HTMT)
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