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Despite the great emphasis on the importance and protection of forests and the significant contribution these
resources play in achieving sustainable development, the problems related to forest fires have become more
critical. In this regard, the general goal of the current research was to present a paradigm model of the fire phe-
nomenon in the forests of Chavar Township in llam Province by using the grounded theory method. The study
population included experts and key informants in the field of forest management and protection, including
experts from the Department of Natural Resources and Watershed Management in llam and Chavar Township,
trained forces of the protection unit of the Department of Natural Resources and Watershed Management of
llam province and llam and Chavar Township, the local communities of Bankhshak and Ganjvan villages were
part of Chavar Township and non-governmental organizations (NGO) were active in the field of forest manage-
ment and protection at the level of this Township. The participants in the research were selected using purposive
and maximum variation sampling. Data were collected through depth interviews. The result of the application of
grounded theory in this study was a conceptual model that showed human, participative, managerial, motiva-
tional and natural factors as causative conditions, cultural-social and economic factors as contextual conditions,

Key words: and legal-policy-making, educational-informational factors, supervisory and infrastructural conditions as inter-
Fire, Forest, Model, : vening conditions have caused the fire phenomenon in the forests of Chavar Township. The findings showed that
Strategy, Participa- extensional and educational, appropriate legislation and supervision, and managerial and economic strategies
tion ' were the most important strategies to deal with the fire phenomenon in the forests of the study area.
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Extended Abstract sources, in addition to being the national capital, play an

essential role as the foundation of economic and social de-

1. Introduction velopment. Despite a lot of emphases on the importance

and protection of forests and the significant contribution

atural resources and forest ecosystems, these resources play in achieving sustainable develop-

as a large part of renewable natural re- ment, forests are still facing the double pressure of de-
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struction and transformation. Among the various factors
of forest destruction, the problems related to forest fires
have become more and more critical in recent decades.
The bad situation of fire and its consequences shows the
need to solve the problem of protecting people's lives, na-
tional wealth and the environment, which requires pro-
tecting and dealing with the phenomenon of fire in for-
ests. In this regard, the present study was conducted with
the purpose of Presenting a Model for the Phenomenon of
fire in the Forests of Chavar Township.

2. Methodology

In this qualitative research, the grounded theory method
was used in order to provide a model of the fire phenom-
enon in the forests of Chavar Township. The study popu-
lation included experts and key informants in all stake-
holders and relevant communities in the field of forest
management and protection, including experts from the
Department of Natural Resources and Watershed Man-
agement in Ilam and Chavar Township, trained forces of
the protection unit of the Department of Natural Resourc-
es and Watershed Management of [lam province and Ilam
and Chavar Township, the local communities of Bankh-
shak and Ganjvan villages were part of Chavar Township
and non-governmental organizations (NGO) were active
in the field of forest management and protection at the
level of this Township. The participants in the research
were selected using purposive and maximum variation
sampling. Data were collected through semi-structured
in-depth interviews (individual and group focus) and data
collection continued until data saturation was reached.

3. Results

The result of the application of grounded theory in this
study was a conceptual model that showed human, par-
ticipative, managerial, motivational and natural factors as
causative conditions, cultural-social and economic factors
as contextual conditions, and legal-policy-making, educa-
tional-informational factors, supervisory and infrastruc-
tural conditions as intervening conditions have caused
the fire phenomenon in the forests of Chavar Township.
The findings showed that appropriate legislation and su-
pervision, promoting the culture of natural resources, ex-
tensional and educational, managerial, participative and
economic strategies were the most important strategies to
deal with the fire phenomenon in the forests of the study
area. Finally, these strategies lead to environmental, eco-
nomic, and social consequences.

4. Discussion
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According to the findings, human factors directly play
an essential role in the occurrence of forest fires in Chovar
Township, although the concepts that make up this fac-
tor were mainly negligent in nature and were caused by
a lack of awareness. Another one of the most important
causal conditions is the natural factors that play a fun-
damental and direct role in the occurrence of the men-
tioned phenomenon. Climate changes, temperature rise,
recent droughts, occurrence of pests and diseases and
other similar cases cause fires in the pastures and forests
of the region. Socio-cultural and economic factors were
also included in the category of ¢ contextual conditions.
It should be said that the influence of cultural-social fac-
tors is effective in the implementation of strategies from
different dimensions, In the first dimension; the culture
of forest protection should be developed, strengthened,
promoted and subsequently institutionalized at the level
of the mentioned society. On the other hand, the benefit
of local communities is not in the direction of protecting
the forests, because their livelihood and income are in
line with the actions that have faced the sustainability of
the forests with the risk of fire. In the explanation of the
major intervening factors, it can be stated that the weak-
ness in the laws and regulations, such as the lack of pass-
ing heavy punishment laws to deal with the violators, or
the weakness and difficulty of proving the crime of the
violators in the court, indirectly lead to the phenomenon
of forest fires. In order to control, protect and deal with
the phenomenon of forest fires, laws must be approved
at the macro level in line with the protection of forests or
reforestation. One of the most important strategies iden-
tified in this research was the economic credit strategy.
Based on this strategy, at the community level, the liveli-
hoods and benefits of communities should be promoted in
the direction of forest protection and not in the direction
of its destruction. The consequence of the implementa-
tion of the economic-credit strategy at the level of local
communities will be sustainable development in the long
term, and in the government dimension, the costs will be
reduced, which will be reallocated for the development of
the communities.

5. Conclusion

Based on the results, through planning to attract the par-
ticipation of all stakeholders, especially local communi-
ties, paying attention to comprehensive, sustainable and
community-oriented management principles in forest
management, paying attention to education, increasing
empowerment and improving the awareness and skills
of all stakeholders, revising related policies and the im-
plementation of appropriate laws and regulations to the
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conditions of each region, paying attention to the liveli-
hood and economic issues of all stakeholders and creating
motivation among them, increasing credits to provide and
strengthen standard equipment, we can hope to manage
and reduce the phenomenon of forest fires.
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