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The purpose of this study is to investigate the situation and How the environmental socialization in
the villages of Tavalesh (Gilan province) by qualitative method. The study population includes 40 vil-
lagers and experts who were subjected to a semi-structured interview using purposive sampling. Data
analysis was done using qualitative content analysis, based on Directed Deductive and through coding,
categorizing and finding regular relationships between categories and concepts. The credibility of the
research was obtained by two methods of selective credibility and credibility evaluation by communica-
tion method. Based on the concept of "environmental socialization" as the main modified concept based
on Inglehart's theory of material/post-material values, 4 categories, 6 subcategories and 8 codes were
extracted and analyzed. The research results indicate the weak situation of environmental socialization
in rural areas and the existence of serious challenges and obstacles in this field. As a result, socialization
agents have not been successful in the environmental socialization of villagers. The theoretical proposi-

Key words: tion resulting from the total of these findings is: In rural areas, the production of environmental protec-
Socialization, Envi- tion culture under the banner of informal and formal education structure has not been given serious
ronment, Content ¢ attention. In addition, the ineffectiveness of the educational performance of other organizations in this
Analysis, Underde- . field is significant; Therefore, the rural community has not been exposed to environmental socialization.
velopment, Gilan In general, the results indicate the underdevelopment of environmental education in the villages and
Province  ultimately the lack of environmental cognitive education of villagers.
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Extended Abstract process of nature destruction, the institutionalization of

the culture of environmental protection is one of its most
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mong the basic mechanisms of soci- the general culture of nature protection in a way that As

ety to deal with the generalization of the a result, protective behavior among the public becomes
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a certain entity and in general, optimal Pro-Environmen-
talism is realized. Although in rural areas, the access of
the general public to public education has been expanded,
and despite the fact that education and training, both for-
mal and informal, have the necessary capacities for an ef-
fective reaction to environmental problems, it seems that
in parallel with the spread of environmental destruction in
this regions, the publication of conservation teachings is
not given enough attention in practice or faces serious ob-
stacles in this direction. Therefore, this research purpose
is to investigate the situation of environmental socializa-
tion in rural areas and address these questions: How have
agents of socialization influenced the environmental be-
havior of villagers?; Have the agents of socialization been
successful in the field of environmental socialization of
villagers? In this field, what obstacles do they face? The
investigation of this issue has been done based on the con-
cept of "Environmental Socialization" as one of the modi-

fied components adapted from Inglehart's (1977) theory of
material/post-material values.

2. Methodology

The approach of this research is qualitative and based on
Directed Deductive Qualitative Content Analysis based
on the conceptual framework of environmental socializa-
tion. The study population of this research is the villagers
and experts and officials in the departments of education,
Natural Resources and Watershed Management, Environ-
mental Protection Organization, Agricultural Jahad Man-
agement, Governorship, District Administration, Rural
Health Center, Village Council and Rural Municipality in
the rural areas of Talesh, Razvanshahr and Masal in Gilan
province were selected by purposive sampling. The sam-
pling criterion was theoretical saturation. The interviews
took place in the spring and summer of 2021. The semi-
structured interview was the data collection tool. Data
analysis was done by coding. The credibility of the re-
search was obtained by two methods of selective credibil-
ity and credibility evaluation by communication method.

3. Results

Based on the findings, the environmental behaviors of
rural areas of Tavalesh are affected by the environmental
socialization situation. The first category is "the structure
of informal environmental education and training", which
has three subcategories: "observational learning", "pro-
moting the teachings of economic profit" and "lack of en-
vironmental sustainability thinking" and includes 4 codes:
education in the family, local people, relatives and others,

modeling from the peer group. The second category is
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"formal education and training structure", which covers
the subcategory "non-institutionalization of environmen-
tal education” and the two codes of school and kindergar-
ten, and university. The third category is "inefficiency of
the media", which includes the subcategory "lack of en-
vironmental documentation” and the code "deficiency of
the media". The fourth category is "Environmental educa-
tion actions of responsible, responsible and local organi-
zations", which includes the subcategory "Environmental
education irresponsibility" and the code "Responsible
manager's irresponsibility".

4. Discussion

According to Inglehart's theory, socialization is known
as one of the preconditions of Pro-Environmentalism, and
in this research, the concept of environmental socializa-
tion was adopted in a modified form, and during the data
analysis, categories related to it were extracted and ex-
panded. In addition, new indicators related to this concept
were also identified, formulated and coded, and finally, a
statement based on the data was compiled. In fact, based
on the method of Directed Deductive Qualitative Content
Analysis, the concept derived from the theoretical ap-
proach of this research in rural society was made specific
and expanded. In this way, environmental socialization
opportunities have not been created in rural areas. A soci-
ety that is surrounded by many natural resources, a society
that has been penetrated by educational, health, manage-
ment and media institutions, but environmental cultur-
alization in that is weak. Environmental socialization is
very limited both in the formal and informal environment.
For this reason, the teachings of nature conservation have
not been widely spread and perhaps, especially in infor-
mal environmental socialization, it has caused the cre-
ation and dissemination of anti-environmental thoughts
and behaviors for the reasons of indifference and financial
gain. Under the conceptual framework of environmental
socialization, the cultural contexts of protective behaviors
have not been expanded and the result of the lack of envi-
ronmental socialization - in the context of the interaction
between a set of contextual factors —the lack of environ-
mental education development and the lack of environ-
mental cognitive education at the level of the rural society,
which is the indifference of this society and the process of
nature destruction has followed.

5. Conclusion

At the level of the rural community, socialization agents
have not been successful in the environmental socializa-
tion of villagers. Because environmental socialization
has not been done, either in its informal or formal forms.
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As a result, in rural areas, cultivating the culture of en-
vironmental protection under the banner of informal and
formal education structures has not been given serious at-
tention. In addition, the ineffectiveness of the educational
performance of other organizations in this field is signifi-
cant; Therefore, the rural society has not been exposed to
environmental socialization and this indicates the under-
development of environmental education in the villages
and ultimately the lack of environmental cognitive educa-
tion of villagers.
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