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The expansion of rural-urban migration and maintaining the connection of immigrants with their home-
towns and the exploitation of inherited agricultural lands has caused the phenomenon of non-resident
farmers; immigrants who live in cities and use their agricultural lands in villages. It seems that there is
a significant difference in the way these immigrants use the agricultural land and the resident farmers
in the villages. The purpose is to recognize these differences. This research was been done using the
descriptive-analytical method. Two analysis units of village and (resident and migrant) farmer were used.
The statistical population of this research is all resident and non-resident farmers of 16 selected villages
of Chendar District of Savojbolagh County. The sample consisted of 396 people (170 residents and 226
non-resident heads of farmer households) which were determined using Cochran and were selected
among villages by weight method and within selected villages by simple random sampling method. The

Key words: required data were collected by using national statistics and the supplementary information required by
Resident farm- completing three questionnaires of the village, resident and immigrant farmer household; interview and
ers, Non-resident observation. The results showed that resident farmers play a greater role than migrant farmers. Despite
farmers, Absentee the relatively short distance between the studied villages and the cities of the non-resident farmers, and
farmers, Absentee : the possibility of migrants traveling on weekends, to perform necessary agricultural activities, there is no
landowners, Savo- noticeable difference between residents and migrants, but in matters of care and recalcitrance, resident
jbolagh © farmers take more care of their agricultural lands and especially their gardens than migrants.
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Extended Abstract immigrants with their hometown and the exploitation of

the inherited agricultural lands in the villages has caused

1. Introduction the phenomenon of non-resident farmers forming in the

villages; migrants who live in cities and use their agricul-

he expansion of rural-urban migration tural lands in villages. It seems that there is a significant

and maintaining the connection of the difference in the way these migrants use agricultural land
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and the farmers who live in the village. The main purpose
of this work is to know the differences in the way of agri-
cultural land exploitation by farmers living in the village
and non-resident farmers (immigrants with agricultural
land and gardens).

2. Methodology

This research was done with the descriptive-analytical
method. Two analysis units of village and farmer (resi-
dent and migrant) were used. The statistical population
of this research is all resident and non-resident farmers of
16 selected villages of Chendar District of Savojbolagh
County. The selection of the sample villages was done
based on the cluster method according to the character-
istics of the studied villages, such as village location and
the distance from the village to the nearest city. To select
the samples, in the first step, by referring to the local man-
agement of villages with non-resident farmers, the list of
resident and non-resident farmers was determined, and by
referring to them, the mechanism of their activity in the
agricultural sector in their hometown was investigated.
The number of samples was 396 people (170 residents
and 226 non-resident heads of farmer households) which
was determined by using Cochran's formula and applying
the necessary criteria to have the necessary confidence.
They were selected in a simple random way inside the vil-
lage (during holidays when it was possible for them to be
in the village). The required data were collected by using
the statistics and information available from the statistical
sources of the country and the supplementary information
needed by completing three questionnaires of the village,
resident farmer household and migrant farmer household,
interview and observation. The components used for the
research are: whether the farmer is a resident or non-resi-
dent, the area of land and garden, income, the area of land
under cultivation, the number of products, the number of
pieces of land, the amount of time to do agricultural work,
the amount of income obtained from the city, the distance
and proximity of the villages to the cities, the climate of
villages, the capability of land, the amount of income ob-
tained from land and garden, the type of product, the type
of roads, the degree of dependence on the hometown, the
presence of relatives and friends, facing and maintain-
ing reputation, level of literacy, age, gender, history of
agricultural activity, the possibility of investment, how
to maintain and use agricultural land and garden, how to
carry out activities, how to consume or sell products, va-
riety of products, quality of products, the amount of care
and attention, the use of new equipment, the amount of
participation.
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3. Results

Examining the visiting time of non-resident farmers to
the village showed that most of them visit the village in
spring and summer and every 15 days (every two weeks).
Most of the non-resident farmers use private vehicles and
others use public vehicles to visit their village. Non-resi-
dent farmers live in a private house, their parents' house,
relatives' house, or a room in the garden when they are
in their hometown. One of the common features of resi-
dent farmers and immigrants is the division of inherited
properties. A little more than half of the absentee farmers
and a little more than half of the resident farmers have
divided their inherited properties and the rest are jointly
exploited. The results of the research showed that most
of the lands of absentee farmers and most of the lands
of resident farmers are exploitable, and the unexploitable
lands of immigrant farmers are more than those of resi-
dent farmers.

4. Discussion

40% of absentee farmers' lands are managed by the
owner using workers, 32% by the farmers themselves
(owner), 15% by permanent workers, 5.8% of the land
is rented, and 5.8% is maintained and operated by rela-
tives. While more than 54% of resident farmers' lands are
cultivated by themselves, 29.4% with the help of labor-
ers, 7.6% by permanent workers, 4.1% by relatives, and
4.1% of lands are rented out. In this research, the indi-
cators of planting new seedlings, pruning trees, dredging
canals, plowing under trees, fertilizing, rebuilding dam-
aged stone walls, winter and spring spraying, irrigation,
picking and collecting grasses, weeding and garden care,
and harvesting were investigated. The results of the de-
scriptive findings showed that despite the small distance
between the permanent residence of non-resident farmers
and agricultural lands (Most of the non-resident farmers
live in the cities of Karaj and Tehran), there is a significant
difference between the way of exploitation of agricultural
lands by resident and non-resident farmers. However the
test results showed that the relationship is not significant.
Despite this, it can be concluded that in general, resident
farmers play a higher role than migrant farmers.

5. Conclusion

The results show that despite the fact that the studied
villages are located at a relatively short distance from the
city and there is a possibility of migrants moving dur-
ing the weekends, the migrants still use the agricultural
lands of the villages in many ways. There is no signifi-
cant difference between resident and immigrant farmers
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in carrying out basic and necessary agricultural activities
(that without doing them, the farm or garden will be de-
stroyed) such as cultivation, irrigation, pruning, spraying,
dredging, fertilizing, and the like, but there is a significant
difference in matters of care and inspection, and resident
farmers take care of their agricultural lands and especially
gardens more than migrant farmers.
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