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Looking at the physical texture of the villages of Kojoor district, the influence of various natural, climatic,
economic and social factors in the formation and location of villages in this area can be traced. The
subject of the current research is the effect of socio-cultural and belief-spiritual factors on the physical
characteristics of rural settlements in Kojoor district. The main aim of the research is to "investigate the
impact of socio-cultural and belief-spiritual components on the morphology of the texture of rural settle-
ments in Kojoor district of Nowshahr county". The research method used is applied-developmental. The
research data has been collected by relying on library documents and field studies through participa-
tory observation. The findings of the research show that socio-cultural components include population,
ethnicity, cultural homogeneity, social relations and interactions, security, health, education, lifestyle

Key words: and livelihood activities of villagers and belief-spiritual components include religious beliefs, ritual and
Rural settlements, : religious ceremonies, territory and privacy, endowment and donation of land, relief and assistance to
Formation and the needy and pilgrimage, worship, vows and recourse to Ahl al-Bayt (AS) on the components of the
location, Social-cul- physical-spatial system of the villages of Kojoor district consisting of housing, land use, road network
tural-belief-spiritu- © and the neighborhood centers have had a significant impact. There is a close connection between the
al factors, Physical © mentioned components and the physical structure of the villages of Kojoor district. Also, the cohesion of
characteristics, socio-cultural and belief-spiritual relationships between the residents has led to physical harmony in the
Kojoor district ¢ villages of Kojoor district of Nowshahr county.
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Extended Abstract and morphology of the rural fabric is undeniable. The is-

sue of the impact of social and cultural factors became im-

1. Introduction portant when different experts, especially after the Second

World War, presented different normative theories about

n rural areas, the role of socio-cultural the impact of external factors on the natural and artificial

factors in the formation, transformations environment. They conducted extensive research in vari-
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ous fields such as the impact of social sciences on various
focal groups such as family, neighborhood, village and
city. The discussion of the impact of socio-cultural factors
on the body of settlements in the 1950s and 1960s and
in the social environment after the World War has been
raised as a dominant approach in social science research.
Since about thirty years ago, researchers such as Amos
Rapaport and Paul Oliver, with their special socio-cultural
attitude, have deeply addressed the issues of architecture,

culture and society (Khakpour & Sanati, 2015). Especially in
societies like Iran, where the cultural background and re-
ligious beliefs of the villagers have been manifested in al-
most all aspects of their lives, it seems necessary to study
the impact of social, cultural and religious components on
the morphology of rural settlements. Despite the role of
various natural and human factors, in the current research,
only the impact of socio-cultural and religious-spiritual
components on the morphology of rural settlements has
been studied. Also, in order to achieve more reliable re-
sults, the villages of Kojoor district of Nowshahr county
have been designated as a study case. The rural fabric in
Kojoor district is derived from the nature, climate and ge-
ography of the region, along with the major influence of
the social and cultural characteristics of its residents. The
physical characteristics and appearance of the rural settle-
ments of Kojoor district as a historical area have been
formed under the influence of various factors. The role of
social-cultural and religious-spiritual roots in the forma-
tion and maintenance of the physical fabric of the villages
of this area is the subject of the present research.

2. Methodology

In terms of the purpose, the current research is of the
type of applied-developmental research. In terms of data
and information analysis method, it is descriptive and
causal. Also, in terms of the nature of the data, it is qualita-
tive and in most parts, it is based on the paradigm of struc-
turalism and independent of numerical documentation.
This research was carried out in the villages of Kojoor
district of Nowshahr county. Research data has been col-
lected by relying on library documents and field studies
by participatory observation method. Due to the difficulty
of referring to 66 inhabited villages in Kojoor district,
the field study data of this research was collected from
11 selected villages, which were selected from mountain-
ous-valley, forest-mountainous and plain climatic zones
in terms of generalizability to all parts of Kojoor district.
The sampling method was completely targeted (snowball
method), and information was collected after conducting
a semi-structured interview. According to the theoretical
saturation of the investigated questions, the sample size
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was 120 people according to the number of residents in
each village.

3. Results

The results of the research show that the socio-cultural
components including population, ethnicity, cultural ho-
mogeneity, social relations, security, education, health,
lifestyle and livelihood actions affect physical character-
istics including land use, neighborhood centers, road net-
work and housing. These components have given special
and unique characteristics to the appearance and physical
components of the villages of Kojoor district. Popula-
tion components, livelihood activities and social relations
have had the greatest impact on the fabric of rural settle-
ments in this area. Belief-spiritual components including
religious beliefs, ritual and religious ceremonies, privacy,
endowment and donation of land, relief and assistance
to the needy, pilgrimage, worship, vows and recourse to
the Ahl al-Bayt (AS) also have had an impact on physi-
cal characteristics including land use, neighborhood cen-
ters, road network and housing. The results of the survey
show that these components have led to the creation or
change in the physical characteristics of the village fabric.
Therefore, the rural fabric of Kojoor district has distinc-
tive characteristics compared to other rural settlements in
Iran under the influence of religious-spiritual beliefs of its
residents. Also, the components of religious beliefs, relief
and assistance to the needy, pilgrimage, worship, vows
and appeals to Ahl al-Bayt (AS) and ritual and religious
ceremonies have had the greatest impact on the texture of
the rural settlements of Kojoor.

4. Discussion

The social characteristics of rural communities are very
diverse among villages and can have a direct impact on
their physical structure. In relation to the selection of so-
cio-cultural components that affect the morphology of the
rural fabric of Kojoor district as the most effective compo-
nents, according to related studies and relative knowledge
of the characteristics of the villages of Kojoor district, as
well as examining the degree of compatibility of each of
the factors with the conditions of the study area, the com-
ponents were selected. The first and most widely used
socio-cultural factor is population. Many physical factors
have been formed or deteriorated under the influence of
population increase or decrease in the villages of Kojoor
district. The ethnic factor is very important especially in
the Kojoor district due to the forced migration of many
Kurdish and Lor ethnic groups from the west of Iran to
this region. Social relations and interactions are important
components in the formation of public uses and gather-
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ing centers in the villages of this district. In relation to
belief-spiritual components, the factor of religious beliefs
has been chosen considering the role of religious places in
strengthening religious beliefs and the effect it has on the
formation of mosques and hosseiniyeh in the villages of
Kojoor district. In many villages, ritual and religious cer-
emonies have led to the formation of community spaces
or the conversion of residential houses into hosseiniyeh.

5. Conclusion

There is a close connection between the belief-spiritual
and socio-cultural components and the physical structure
of the villages of Kojoor district. A change in any of the
factors may cause a change in the physical fabric of the
village. This effect is especially noticeable in the forma-
tion and location of religious and pilgrimage places in the
villages of this area. Also, the cohesion of socio-cultural
and belief-spiritual relations between the residents has
led to the harmony of the physical structure in the vil-
lages of Kojoor district. The importance of knowing the
socio-cultural and belief-spiritual roots under which the
physical structure of the village has been formed is very
important in the future planning of the villages of Kojoor
district. Therefore, planning and designing the physical
fabric of villages without a proper understanding of so-
cio-cultural and belief-spiritual characteristics leads to the
deterioration of the native identity of the villages. Using
the results of the present research seems necessary for ru-
ral planners and decision-makers. In order to suggest for
future research, the impact of other effective factors such
as natural, climatic, economic, historical and political fac-
tors on the physical fabric of the villages of Kojoor district
of Nowshahr county can be investigated and evaluated.
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