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Good governance is a new concept introduced in the world management literature in recent decades
and is defined as a mediator between governments and civil societies. In this regard, rural governance is
a new system with different principles, cannons, and indicators from the former rural system that result
in the empowerment of rural areas’ residents in different dimensions. However, the establishment of vil-
lage municipality “Village Administrations” was a turning point towards the rural people governance in
rural management of Iran. These institutions are derived from and related to rural people and expected
to act on the basis of good rural governance. Therefore, this article investigates and evaluates the perfor-
mance of “Village Administrations” within the framework of good governance in rural areas of Isfahan

Key words: central parts. The study is an applied research, with a descriptive-analytical method based on survey. The
Performance data were collected using library and field research method. The results from variance analyses showed
evaluation, Rural that regarding good governance indicators, there is a statistically significant difference between rural
management, © management organizations under study (P<0.001) and the total mean of good governance indicators
Good governance, was 2.85 which was lower than the average, reflecting weak indicators. The obtained amount of T for
Isfahan Township : thetotal score indicators showed that the overall performance is less than favorable and at a low level.
Extended Abstract than half of the world population live in rural areas. Vil-

lage, as a socio-economic system and living environment,
has been governed throughout the history by special man-
agement system from traditional to modern one. Good
governance concept has been introduced into the devel-
opment and management literature in recent decades and
defined as the mediator between the government and civil
society, to pave the way for the contribution of govern-
ments, citizens, and local communities. In this regard, ru-
ral governance is a new system with different principles,
cannons, and indicators from the former rural system

1. Introduction

illages are the oldest form of human set-
tlements and have played a fundamental
role not only in the formation and flour-
ishing the civilizations, but also in eco-
nomic and social life of human beings.
Today, despite the massive rural-urban migration and the
rapid transformation of rural areas into cities, still more
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that results in the empowerment of rural areas’ residents
in different dimensions. However, the establishment of
rural management organizations in the country is a turn-
ing point towards the rural people governance and rural
management of Iran. These institutions are derived from
and related to rural people and are expected to perform
on the basis of good rural governance. Therefore, this ar-
ticle investigates and evaluates the performance of rural
management organizations within the framework of good
governance in rural areas of Isfahan central parts.

2. Methodology

The study is an applied research, with a descriptive-
analytical method based on survey. In the first part of
the research, the situation of the region and the common
information extracted from the questionnaires were de-
scribed. Then by using different statistical tests, the rela-
tionship between study variables and the status of good
governance were analyzed and determined. The relevant
data were collected through library and field research.
The main tools used in gathering data were note-taking
and questionnaires. Also, the sample size was determined
by the random cluster sampling method. Thus, in 6 se-
lected villages, using Cochran formula, 313 households
were obtained as the samples.

3. Results

According to t test results, the factors of the partici-
pation and being community-centered (mean=2.57),
equity (mean=2.94), accountability (mean=3.16), law-
enforcement (mean=3.5) responsibility (2.77), transpar-
ency (2.46), and efficiency (2.76) were all lower than the
standard limit (3.5). In general, the means of all factors
and the score for the good governance were below the
standard limits.

4. Discussion

In order to test the hypotheses, the results were presented
in two sections. In descriptive section, respondents’ char-
acteristics were presented. In the second section, using
ANOVA and comparing village administrations in terms
of good governance factors, significant differences were
found between all six village municipalities in terms of
good governance factors, including participation, equity,
accountability, law-enforcement, responsibility, transpar-
ency, and efficiency. The highest and the lowest scores
belonged to Dynan and Isfahanak village municipalities,
respectively. Of the various factors, the mean value for
the law-enforcement was more than the others, i.e. 3.28,
followed by accountability as 3.16. The mean values of
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participation, equity, responsibility, transparency and effi-
ciency were 2.57,2.94,2.77, 2.44, and 2.76, respectively.
The mean of whole factors of good governance was ob-
tained as 2.85.

5. Conclusion

Based on this paper achievements, it can be said that a
good rural administration is a link between the principles
and values of sovereignty and modern approaches. Using
concepts such as participatory and consensus-driven, law-
making, transparency, justice, and accountability, it pro-
vides a context for improving the quality of life of villag-
ers. Then, it can be stated that rural governance can raise
new issues in rural management. It also empowers resi-
dents of rural areas in different areas of management, in-
cluding decision making, implementation and evaluation.
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